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CHAP. I. 
Of the CHURCH. 


Aint PET E R,1 Pet.3.15. 
| Bids wato ſanftifie the Lord 
God in onr hearts, and tobe 
ready always to give an an- 


ſwer to every one that aiketh tus a 


reaſon of the hope that is in ms, with 
meekneſs and fear. And therefqgre it 
can never be improper, or unſeaſon- 
able for the moſt private Man to 
give an account of Himſelf, of his 
Belief, and Practice, eſpecially in a 
time when Religion is ſo much con- 
troverted ; that he may be corrected. 
by others, If he be in any miſtake, 
( which I call God to witneſs, in my 
Cale, is not wilful ) or if hz bein, 
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the right, that he may at leaſt by 
this example, do ſome good in the 
World, and provoke others toan 
Imitation. 

| do therefore freely own, that 
I 2m not only a Chriſtian at large, 
who Belicves Chriſt to be come,and 
the Gofpel to'be'the' Word of God, 
and Rule of Men, and content my 
jelr with a ſilent Belief of This : 
But 1 Jook on my felf as a Mem- 
ber of his Church, his Body, be- 
Jbg admitted into.it by Baptiſm, 
ard enjoying ſingutar 'priyiledges 
and advantages by it,, as having a 
right to all the benefirs which he 
purchaſed to his Church, and a 
fhare in all the Prayers that are 
made forir. This Church or pene- 
Tality of Chriſtians hath feveral 
p2rts, ſome of which are more pure, 
ſore more corrupt; yet all that 
hold the eſſentials of Religion, l 
eſteem robeof ir. And tho? it be 
ſpread over the whole world, yet 
] look on it but as One, Chriſt _ 

| {c] 


be but oxe; for the ſeveral parts of 
it ought not only to believe the 
{ame Articles of Faith, bur as far 
aS Is poſſible to maintain the ſame 
Government, and keep-vp the ſame- 
outward Order and Adminiſtration 
of affairs: That ſo whoſoever ſees 
them, may know them to be the 
ſame kind of 'men, tho' ſcatter?d' 
into ſeveral Countries. And they 
ought to keep-up Union not only 
with one another, but eſpecially? 


with the Firſt and Pureſt: Ages of 
Chriſtianity. For-the Unity of the” 


Church ſeems to require that we* 


ſhould endeavour as much to keep-: 
up Unity with the Firſt Chriſtians,-. 
tho* we'live ſo long after them in" 
time, as if we had lived at the ſame* 
time with them, but far diſtant 
from them as to place. Andall the- 
Members of the Catholick or Uni-- 
verſal Church ovghtto be more one;” 

A 5 : C410) 
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Of the Church. 3” "MN 
ſelf ſpeaking of his Church but 2s . © + 
ene, and accordingly I profeſs it in - 
my Creed, And I think it ought to - 


\ 


at Of the Church. 

" to have a better agreement among 
themſelves,a cloſer correſpondence 
and Connexion, and a greater cqn- 
cern one for another, than the Ma- 
hometans have one for another, who 
profeſs the ſame Religion ; or than 
the Philoſophers of the ſame Sect 
have, who bold the ſame Opinions. 

And: for my part I do what I can 
to keep up the Unity of it, by pro- 
felling Chrift openly with the 
Church, which is ſo pure a part or 
member of ir. 

And indeed next tothe ſending of 
our Saviour into the world, reckon 
my ſclf bound for ever to thank 
God,that by his All- wiſe,and over- 
ruling Providence, he was pleaſed 
to order me to be Born in England, 
and to be Baptized there, and ad- 
mitted into that part of his Church, 


which is there by Law eſtabliſhed, 


and which I do verily believe to be 
ig. all pazticulars, the Trueſt, and 


* moſt Sincere part of the Catholick 
Church on earth, 


Now 


\ 
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Of the Church, 5 A 
Now by the Church of England, 
I underſtand that' Body of” Men, 
who, as to Church-affairs, are Uni- 
ted together, under the ſame prin- - 
cipal Church- Officers, the Biſhops, 
Prieſts,and Deacons ; and Commu=- 
nicate with them, and with one. 
another, in all Religious Officesy . 
according to the Liturgy, and Or- 
ders of onur Church, profeſs the 
Chriſtian Faith according to the 
Ancient Creeds, and the Thirty: 
Nine Articles, and are governed ' 
according to the Canons and Laws \ 
of this Church. _ 

And this Church, thus Framed, 
and Governed, (as far as I can 
judge) I find to be very conſonant : 
ro the Scriptures, and in all mate-- 
rial Points to be exaCtly correſpon- 
dent to the Primitive Church, in : 
irs greateſt Purity, viz- under and | 
preſently after the Apoſtles. | 

For 1t hath not only a ſubordi-: 
nation of Officers, which is neceſſa= 
ry in alt Regular Governments ; 
; Whats « 


0 Of the Church, © 
| whatſoever ; But it hath the ſame 
Officers, Biſhops, and Prieſts, both 
I Name, and Authority, which 
ſeem ſpoken of in.Scriprure, which 
this Church always had, and all 
Churches that I can read of, ever 
had till of late, and the Church- 
Government that beſt agrees with 
a Monarchy in the State. 

And whatever other men do, I 
elteem it not a light matter, what 
Church-Government is among, us, 
if it were only for this, that this 
Church-Government hath been ſo 
univerſally received by all that own 
themſelves Chriſtians, from all An- 
tiquity; 1 may juſtly think. there 
was ſome neceſlicy of ſuch an I1n- 
ſtitution at firſt, and fear varying 
from ſuch an Order, 2s not being 
able to diſcern perhaps all the ill 
Conſequences of altering it. 

But | find atſo that all other Na- 
tions,. and particularly our own, 
were Converted under this Mini- 
ration. That this is the way by 
which 
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Of the Chirch. 7 
which ſo many good men. have gone 
to Heaven ; the Pcincipal of the 
Martyrs of the ancient Church, as 
well as of our own, having been its 
Biſhops. And by the going but in 
the way thar ſo many good men 
have gone, I may hope ſooner to 
meet Chriſt, than in a by-way of 
my own lavention- 


And I find alſo this Church: not 
only to be govern'd by the ſame 
Governours,. by which the ancient 
Church was governed, but alſo tos 
have the ſame general Laws, and 
ro execute the ſame kind of Orders 
( onely where the Times will not 
give leave, or where there is a juſt 
Power-in our Church to change, or 
good Reaſon to vary) and:to be the 
{ame way conſiſtent with Monar- 
chy, and ſubſervient to it, and to 
the Peace of the State by it. Be» 
ſides, that it is the beſt way,accord- 
ing toHumane Prudence, tokeepout. 


| Hereſie, or Schiſm, and preſerve 


Union 


"+ of thiChurth, 


Union between the Members of the 
ſame Profeſſion. | 

- And laſtly, 1 admire this Go- 
vernment, and Inſtitution, becauſe 
under it I am in no doubt -of the 
Validity of the Ordinations of our 
Miniſters, or of the Validity of the 
Sacraments by them adminiſtred; 
For we have our Orders by a Conti- 
nued Succeſſion from the Ancients, 
and: fo from the Apoſtles, which 1s 
the only ordinary way, that I know 
of, for a man to be Commiſhona- 
ted to a(t in Chriſt's Name: 


And therefore, for one of our 
Nation, and Born within the Pale 
of our Church, to ſeparate himſelf 
from us, either from diſlike of Epi- 
fcopacy, or on pretence of greater 
Purity, I muſt needs think to be a 


very d:ngerons practice. For Ino | 
more doubt there is ſuch a fin as {| 
Schiſm, than | doubt there is ſuch ' 


a ſin as Murder. 


Further 


LIM 


_— 
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Further,. I cannot but admire at 
the want of Underſtanding (ro ſay 
no worſe) of thoſe men who have 
endeavoured of late Years to run 
down Epiſcopacy in general, as Po- 
piſh, ſeeing it is very evident, that 
Epiſcopacy was from the very be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity,andmanyA= 
ges beforePopery,as by it are meant 
the Errours of the Chorch of Rome. 
And if it muſt be called Popiſh, be- 
cauſe the Papiſts have ſuch as they 
cal} Biſhops ; for the ſame Reaſon 
a Man may call the Creed Popiſh, 


| becauſe the Papiſts uſe, and profeſs 
it; And a man may call all che. 
; Greek, and other numerous Eaſtern 


Chriſtian Churches Popiſh, though 
in ſo many Points of Doctrine they 
are ſo contrary to. the Church of 
Rome ;, But they agree with us in 
every conſiderable Point of Do- 
Etrine, as well as in Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment; And this by a continu- 
ed Succeſſion from the firſt Ages, 
which is alſo another very ſtrong 

Argu- 


———_ 
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Argument on our fide. 
Iadeed it is ſo far from being 
true, that Epiſcopacy is a Branch, 
or a note of Popery, that I look on 
Epiſcopal Government, as the beſt 
way to keep out Popery, or any o- 
ther Error. For Epiſcopacy, as E- 
ſtabliſhed in its Juſt Rights, and 
Power, utterly deſtroys the Papal. 
Pretences; For this will bring the 
Biſhop of Rome to his former ſtate, 
when he was look*'d on as no way 
differing from other Biſhops, but, 
cnly as he was Biſhop of a bigger. 
Cicy,and had a.larger Dioceſs. And 
the Popes Creatures were ſo aware 
of this,that in the Council of Trent, 
when the Spaniſh Biſhops would. 
have Enacted Epiſcopacy to be of 
Divine Right, the Jralians, the 
Popes Creatures, preſently ſmelt 
out the Conſequences of it, viz, 
That This would be to depreſs 
the Pops himſelf to the-ſame Le- 
vel with other Biſhops, and there- 
fore: made all the Intereſt : they 
could 


UM 
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ould that That Vote ſhould not 
"> fpafs, and accordingly it was caſt 
as out. And therefore | mult look 
ot on the Pope as a greater Enemy to 
beſt Epiſcopacy,than even Presbytery it 
Y 0-[{elf. For Maſter Calvin himſelf did 
S E- approve of Epiſcopacy; onely it 
and {could not ſo well be brought into 
pal. Geneva, where there was a. Popiſh 
the Biſhop living,who was Lord of that 
te, |City. But the Pope will allow of 
'ay [no Biſhops, in proper ſpeaking, but 
ut onely himſelf ; all Biſhops deriving 
x {their Poiver from Him, He bein 
nd [the Head, and Root of Epiſcopa 
TC | Power,as Cajctan hath determined ; 
'y | And all Biſhops acting onely with. 
| his Leave, and by-his Authority; 
of | 1nd Grace, ſwearing Obzdience, 
'& | and Homage to Him, as they do 
' by the: Oath which rhey mult take 
-» | when they are Conſecrated ; All 
s | this makes them onely the Popes 
" | Servants, and ſcarcely ſo good as 
* {| his Deputies; To be ſire they are 
; not properly Biſhops in the true, 
2nd 


"yy 
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and ancient ſenſe of it, as ſuch who a1 
under Chriſt, had over their Pres44q 
byters,and People, Supreme Poweryo 
as to Church-Afﬀairs, and Accound 0 
table only to Chriſt, and to a Couns«: 
cil of their fellow-Biſhops, oftegl t 
Meeting, and Conſulting togethet] c 
for the good of the whole. it 
And as Biſhops in general are not] c 
Popiſh, ſo neither can our Biſhopy] t 
appointed and conſecrated accord-] t 
ing to the Orders of the Church off 5 
England, be with any colour accu*| 
ſed of Popery. For at their Ors} : 
dination firſt, and Conſecration af-| 
terwards, they all ſubſcribe to the} 
XXXIX. Articles, to the uſe of the} 
Liturgy, take the Oaths of Alegi- | 
ence,and Supremacy, and give all the | 
Caution, and ſecurity,that one Man | 
can give to another, of their Aver- 
ſion to Popery,and ſteddineſs to the 
Church of England : And now be- 
ſides this, They take the Teſt, and 
Renounce Tranſubſtantiation, and 
the other great Points of Popery, 
| and 
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and particularly diſclaim all ſubje- 


{ction to the Pope, 'or dependance 


on him, and this with abundance 


(of Truth and Reaſon. 


For if Chriſtian Religion had 
been planted here from Rome, i 
doth not prove that we ought on 


{ that_ Account for ever to depend 


on Reme, or our Biſhops be ſubject 
to the Pope. For we can prove 
that Scotland, ſome parts of Germa»= 
ny, and cther places, received their 
Chriſtianity from Evzgland; And 
et they will not allow us to chal- 
enge power over thoſe places up- 
on that account ſtill in Spirituals. 


' But it 1s evident that we did nor 


ſo much 2s receive our Religion 
from any of the Biſhops of Reme, 
bur had it planted here, either by 
the Apoſtles, or Apoſtolical men, 
as is fully made our, eſpecially of 
late by thoſe great and learned 
Members of our Church, Archbi- 
ſhop Vſher, the Biſhop of St. Aſaph, 
and Dean of 'St. Paws. 

Indeed 


14 Of the Church, . 
Indeed / when. Chriſtianity wag 
almoſt deſtroyed in the Eaſtern, 
parts of this. Iſland by the Saxons, Tr 
who were Heathens, the Biſhop of 
Rome (ent Auguſtin to Convert ſome] 

of thoſe Saxons ; but he found many] x 

Biſhops in this Countrey, who al-} 

together diſowned any dependance} 

on Rome: and» would pay no Obe-+] , 

dience to the Pope, profeſſing they} 

owed no more ſervice to him, thany 
to-any other good Biſhop, and pi-} 
ous Chriſtian. And moreover we it 

England, may juſtly plead the pri- 

vVilege of the Kingdom of Cyprus, 

according to the Council of Ephe- 

ſw, of being a diſtin National 
Church, without Dependance on 
any. other. 

And as thus in point of R:zght we 
can juſtifie our not being ſubject 
to: Rome, ſo alſoin point of Fatt, 
we.can ſay, the Pope never had any 
ſetled,and quiet Poſſeſſion, and ex- 
erciſe of. Power here; at leaſt for 
any conſiderable time together, as 

| is 
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is at-large evident from what Ma- 


W2Yſter Prynn and others have collect- 


err 
ms; 


) OF 
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ed; and all our Statutes of Provy- 


ſor's, and Premunire*s do ſhew tiow 


little hold here the Pope was by our 
Government allowed, or own'd to- 


have. And tho- many did appeal 
1-to Rome, it was againſt Law; and 
therefore, That gives the Pope no 


more Right here, than many peo- 


ples being T raiterous, and paying 
1 Homage to an Uſurper, doth annul 
1-the Right and Title of the Lawful 


Prince. 
If the Pope ever had any Power 
here, it could not be by a Divine, 
but 'a Humane Conſtitution, by 
the Approbation of the King and 
Nation; and that very Power hath 
for: good reaſons annulled this Li- 
berty, and revoked this Grant, 
.and made it High Treaſon, or ar 
leaft a Premwunire, to have any thing 
to do with the Pope, or See of Rome. 
And whatever Reaſons there ever 
-could be for holding a friendly Cor- 
es reſpon- 
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reſpondence with the Biſhop off 
Rome, I am ſure there were and(- 
are as good, or greater Reafon 
for denying it now, and forbiddingſo 
all Appeals to Rome; not only byye 
reafon of the-vaſt fumms of Moneyſc 
drawn out of the Nation, ( all greatJC 
Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes being judgedſh 
ata Foreign Tribunal, and all Ecy3 
cleſiaſtical Perſons made to-depend{b 
on another Juriſdi&tion,) But -alſofh 
we having found by woful experi-[h 
ence how great -an-enemy the- Pope 
was to our Peace, all TranſaCtions|( 
with him were and ate by our LawsJ} 
moſt juſtly forbidden.  - y 
And' therefore we being thus a b 

| 


Legally "Conſtitured © National þ 
Church, hadiconſequently full po- þ 
wer to Reform our ſelves, without ! 
asking the Biſhop: of Rome's leave. 
( When we found'/many-Errors by | 
degrees crept in amivhg- us) Nor |} 
. Can- we with any. ſhew of ' Reaſon, 
or Conſcience, be charged with 
Schiſm on that account ; for we 
are 
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- ofare ready to juſtifie to the World 
and((.as' we have done it abundantly ) 
ongthat we have only-caſt off Errors, 
ingjor:fuch things- as ought to be re- 
byhe&ted, and have retained, ' or re- 
1eyiceived,. nothing but what ' is Ne- 
2aticeſſary, or Lawful. And it is a 
redjhard caſe that we muſt be forc*d to 
*caJask the Pope's leave for us to grow 
ndfberter Chriſtians ; and it is yer'a 
Iſofharder cafe if he-ſhovld: be unwit- 
ri-fting, and not ſuffer us fo to be.” 
pe And One particular National 
ns{ Church cannot, without-great Im- 
ws propriety, be fo much as charged 
with Schiſm, from another Natio- 
a [nal Church,fuch as that 'at Rome is, 
al Fbut from the Univerſal Church, ---- 
o- So that it Is a kind of Non-ſenfe 
ut [for 'us even to be charged with 
e. | being Schiſmaticks from Rowe, un- 
y Lefs Rome be 'all the World, 'or a 
'r fParticnhar be an Univerſal. -- 
), | Owrs is the National Religion; 
hb] And for the firſt Ten Years of 
e | Queen Elizabeth, the Papiſts did 
(+ | Com- 
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Communicate with vs, till the Bypit 
of Pope Pius the Fourth, Arn. 15" 
though our Reformation was the tc 
fully fetled. So that They are bounſ © 

to anſwer it, why they. joyn nc tl 

ſtil in Communion with us. And|© 
hold my ſelf bound to Obey this 

Church inall its LawfulCommand{* 
. It having as much! Power, as an 

other Church in the World; ove f 
its own Members, though it isle b 

imperious in irs Commands, an{* 
pretends not to a Dominion ove © 
our Faith. [ 
And therefore moſt highly do ſ 
Honour, and Reyere This Churchy 
thus. Apoſtolically Goyernd, a 
Legally Eſtabliſh*d,and of all thing f 
inthis World dread. its Cenſureg * 
For I cannot but reckon that thoſ© 
great Priviledges, and Promiſe 
granted .by Chriſt to his Church $ 
Matt. 18, muſt; belong to Thiy! 
Church, which.is ſo truly Chriſti 
an. And lam fo far from {lighting 
or deſpiſing its Authority, becauſq* 
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Of the Church. 1g 
ie-doth not: ſo imperiouſly Curſe 
its Enemies, or doth not pretend 
to inflict Temporal Puniſhments 
on .Delinquents, that I revere it 
the more.on this very account. For 
God will be never the leſs ſevere a- 
gainſt a Rebellious Son, becauſe 
the Father did only with Pity and 
Tenderneſs rebuke him, and de- 
fire to reclaim him. And it hath 
been of old obſerved, that where, 
and when the Church had leſs ſe- 


Jcular aid, there God did in a more 


ſpecial manner Vindicate is him- 
ſelf, | 

. As tothe other ſubordinate parts 
of our Government under the Bi- 


A fhops,ſuch as Arch. Deacons, Deans 


and Chapters, and the ſeveral Ec- 


| cleſialtical Courts, I think none 
gcan deny , but either theſe very 
| Orders, or ſomewhat like them, 
;4is neceſſary to the good of the 
;1 whole, and the -regular Admini- 


ſtration of affairs Mmder the Biſhop; 


land theſe very Orders have been 


B ſo 
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fo long among us that they can 
plead the Preſcription of ſo very 
many hundred years, and are fo 
interwoven with our Laws, and the 
frame of our Government, and we 
have been ſd long uſed to them, 
that they bave every way a firm, 
and ſetled Right among us; and 
nothing in this Life can be ſtable, 
nor right: certain, if, to. other Ar- 
guments, a Preſcription of ſo many 
hundred years ſhall not be valid; for 
It is an Ancienter Right than any 
man can ſhew for his Eſtate: and 
for theſe Reaſons dol fully approve 
of them. And whatever fanlt'is in 
any of them, I muſt needsaſcribe it 
tothe Perſons, and Abuſcs, rather 
than -to the Nature of the Office. 
Much leſs can the Church be char- 
-ged with blame, which, I am ſure, 
-by ber Canons, deſigns the Prevent- 
ing of all thoſe abufes committed z 
and if.the times at preſent will al- 
low of no better, let every man 
bear his own bacthen, 

| CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 
Of Chriſtian Belief. 


ND as I find eh Churob thw 
Rightly Conſftituted, and under 
a Government the moſt truly A- 
greeable to the Apoſtolical Pattern, 
and the Practice of all Ages: So l 
cannot but admire it more , if pot- 
ſible, ifor the ſoundneſs of its Faith 
and Dofrine. 

For as it makes a true Faith ne- 
ceſſary, as well as Praftice; ſo it 
reſolves this Faith into the true 
Author, and Obje&t of it, God; 
It being moſt agreeable, that we 
ſhould learn from Him , what to 
Believe of Him, and by what aCtt- 
ons to pleaſe Him. | 
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Now He hath, in his Goodneſs, 
Order'd certain Books to be writ- 
ten, by Men inſpired by Him, that 
do contain all that God would have 
us know, as fi.om Him, in order to 
our Salvation, Aad theſe Books all 
together we call the Z:ble, or Holy 
Scriptures. And this Book 1 am by 
the Church of England taught, io 
look on, as a compleat Rule of 
Faith, and Manners; And that nel- 
ther a Man's own private Spirit, 
or Reaſon, nor the Authority and 
Commands of any Mn, ought to 
be liſtged or attended to in oppolt- 
tion to it. 

I reckon alſo that this ogy 
is clear enough, 2s to all neceſſary 
points, to them that will make it 
Their Buſineſs, without Preju-ice, 
to conſider ,, and vnderſland it; 
And whatever hath been ſaid a- 
gainſt it, '1 find none, but onely} 
ſeeming ContradiCtions and Op- 
poſitions in. it, which do allow of 
a very favourable nterprateiony 
WAR an 
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and Reconciliation; And that even 
theſe ſeeming Difficulties, and Con- 
traditions, as well as the divers 
Tranſlations of Scripture, and the 
various Readings, are chiefly ,- or 
only in ſmall and indifferent cales; 
which concern not the Eſſence: of 
our Religion. And toreconcife- theſe 
ſceming Oppoſitions, and to explain 
the whole, 1s a great part of the 
Office, and duty of the Clergy,:the 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, who _ 
are bound to inſtruct the Pcople out 
of this Book, and to-convince the 
Gainſayers, 

And though, as Saint Peter fays, 
many do wreſt the Scripture to their 
own deſtruAion; yet 1 look on it as 
very fit and neceſſary, that this Scri- 
pture ſhovid be ia the Vulgar Lan- 
guage, and often read by the Peo- 
ple; That ſo they themſelves may 


| ſee, and know the Law, by which 


they muſt be judged ;. that they 
may be ſatisfied the Clergy do not 
impoſe on them, and teach them a 

B 3 Relt- 
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Religion of their own invention z 
and fceing every man muſt be judg- 
ed at the laſt day ſeverally by him- 
ſelf, and according to what he him- 
ſelf hath done; it ſeems neceſſary, 
that he ſhould now ficſt judge for 
himſelf, whatever help or afliſtance 
he may have from another to make 
a right jadgment. 

And this ſufficiency, and clear- 
nefs of the Scripture, is the Reaſon 
why | do not nd on the Autho- 
Tity or Credit of the Prieſt that ex- 
mes it, or Preacheth from it, 

ut on the Scripture it ſelf ; he be- 
ing always bound to bring ſome 
Clear paſſage of Scripture for the 
proof of what he ſaith. And there- 
fore I do not look on any thing 
that he faith as infallible, any fur- 
ther than it is conſonant to Scri- 

urez Nor dol reckon any infal- 
ible Interpreter at all to be given 
to the Church, For if there were 
any Infallible Interpreter. of the 
Word, and Will of God, doubt- 
leſs 
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teſs it would of all things have'been 
the molt plainly. faid, and the molt 
frequently referred to in Scripture, 
becauſe of the Infinite uſe of know= 
Ing it, and the Danger of being. 
Ignorant of 'it ; ' and God1a this 
wiſdom and goodneſs, would n&- 
Ver have put ſo many particulars 
into the Scripture, which there is- 
no ſuch need we ſhould know, and 
leave. any thing out of Scripture, 
which it is (o abſolutely neceſſary 
that. we ſhould know, 

And though it is true, that the 
Charch.did convey down to us the: 
Books of Scripture, and fo we re- 
ceive the Scripture from the Church, 
as ſome of the Fathers have ſaid, yet 
it doth not hence follow, that the 
Scripture received its Autbority fromt- 
the Church, or that the Church is 
above the Scripture, and to be be- 
lieved before it. For the Scripture 
received its Authority only from 
G3d, who Inſpired thoſe Men that 
wrote it z_ and the Church, in Con- 

"WY veying. 
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veying down the Scripture to us, 1s 
to be look?d on only as a witneſs of 
ſuch Books being written by Dt- 
vinely inſpired men, not as givin 
vs thoſe Books by its own Aut 
rity, to be received by us as Di- 
vinely inſpired. For all that we 
need prove concerning the Scri 
pture, is, that it was written by ſuch 
and ſuch men, and received as Di- 
vinely inſpired. Now even Hw- 
mane Teſtimony is ſufficient to 
prove this, without any Authority. 
And to argue for the neccflity of 
Infaliiility, or Divine Authority 1N 
the Church, to aſſure us which is 
the Scripture, is the ſame thing as 
if we would admit only of a King 
and Parliament's Teſtimony,or Au- 
thority to prove, That ſuch an Act 
of Parliament was formerly made. 
And therefore I may juitly look on 
the Scripture as lnfallible, tho? the 
Church that conveys it down to us, 
ts Fallible. For otherwiſe, if the 
Church muſt be eſteemed [ofallible 
in 


in every thing, becauſe-ſhe conveys 
down to us the Scriptures, which all 
own to be Infailinle ; By the ſame 
reaſon the Reepcr of the Records of 
the Tower, or any where elſe, may 
urge that his Word ought to go as : 
far as any of thoſe Records, becauſe . 
he hath the keeping of them. And 
therefore as | may believe the Re- 
cords, but diſcredit the man, ſo1 
may believe the Scripture, tho? 1 
believe not the Church. Beſides, a 
man may tell one thing true, but 
Iye in many others ; ſo the Church 
may be believed- in handing down 
to us the Scripture, becauſe it hath 
all collateral evidence to ſtrengthen 
its Teſtimony, but yet need not be 


-believed in every thing efe, which 


ſhe pretends to; Tho” the Church 
of England will diſown nothing 
that can be proved to have been re- 
ceived and practiſed by the whole 
Church , from- the Apoſtics: days, 
ſuch as the Canon of Scripture, the 


keeping of the. firſt day of the Week, 


3 holy, 
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holy, inſtead of the Seventh, 1- 
ates wo Epiſcopacy, &c. but ve- 
ry ſtrictly inſiſts on them, becauſe 
ſhe reckons her ſelf bound to keep 
up Unity with the firſt and pureſt 
Ages, and cannot think it probable, 
or poſlible , that an Univerſal pra- 
Etice , contrary to the deſign of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ſhould pre- 
vail immediately after, and even 
during the Apoſtles days. 

But ſtill we cannot allow of all 
things that the Church of Rome 
pretends an Univerſal, and conſtant 
Practice of ; fuch as Prayers to 
Saints, Prayers for the Dead, Tran- 
ſubſt antiation; Adoration of the Hoſt, 
Submiſſion to the Pope's Supremacy, 
&c. For they notoriouſly falſifie in 
-their Quotations to this purpoſe, | 
as any one will fee that ſhall with- 
out prejudice, read their Books, and 
Qurs, written on theſe Subjects. 
. Much leſs do we own any Infallibi- 
lity of Tradition, or make what 
is deliver'd down to us by it, jo 
| c 
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be of equal Authority with the'Scri- | 
pture, as the Council of Trent ex- 
preſly doth, For Chriſt hath no 
where told us, That he would de- - 
liver ſome things by word of 
moutth, to be handed down to all 
Ages, which ſhall be of the ſame 
Necellity , and Infallibility, with 
what is written in Scripture. Nog 
is there any Intimation of any mao, 
or number of men's being ſo ex- 
traordinarily guided and aſliſted, 
as without Error to convey down 
to us this Oral Tradition. And if 
they rely only on the General Pro- 
miſes made to the whole Church, 
of Chriſt's being by hu Spirit preſent 
with it, we fee not why a ſmall part 
of the whole Church, w4z. thoſe of 
the Roman Communion, ſhould 
take this Promiſe to it ſelf, any 
more than the Reſormed Weſtern, 
or Eaſtern Churches, unleſs it can 
be proved that the Italians have 
better memories, or are honeſter 
men, and fo fitter to convey coun 
0 
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old Traditions to us, . than the 
Greeks or others; which, | believe 
will be a hard matter to prove. --- 
Therefore we both deny any Tra- 
dition to be of equal Authority with 
the Scripture, and eſpecially we 
find no number of men fit for the 
handing down ſuch a Tradition to 
us, if it were given at firſt. And 
yet much leſs can we rely on any 
certain number of men, telling us 
that This, or Fhat is ſuch [nfallible 
Tradition, and think our ſelves 
bound to believe them , ſay they 
what they will. And yet this is 
plainly the caſe with the Church 
of Rome Concerning Tradition : 
Fhey are not ſo ſollicitous that we 
ſhould in all things believe, and * 
do 2s the ancient Church did, but 
as the preſent Church of Rome 
would have us; for they know that 
we appeal in all caſes to the Anci- 
ent Primitive Church , and chal- 
lenge to be judged by it. And they 
know alſo, that the Ancient C_ 
; at 
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hath believed, and acted otherwiſe. 
in many particulars, thanthey now 
do. Bur all their ſtickling for Tradt- 
tion is to this purpole,that they may 
but get this one little point, "That 
Tradition is infallible, and that 
they are the only Conveyers of it x 
that is, That they are Infallible, and 
that conſequently we mult Believe, 
and do in every thing,as they bid us. 
For nothing elſe is allowed for Tra- 
dition in the Church of Rome, but 
what the preſent Church ſays, and 
declares to be: Tradition,. And this 
being granted by us, there would 
be an end of all diſpute. For then 
they may teach us a new Religion, 
a new. Goſpel, and ſay they have 
Tradition ior 1t, and'who can gain- 
ſay it, and ſo make us deny our old 
one, that Chriſt and the Apoſtles 
taught us; But we have not ſo learned 
Chriſt. 

Beſides, I confeſs, I ſee not: any 
neceſlity of an Infatlible Judge in 
the world, Nor hatly God in his 

| Fro: 
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Providence been wanting to his: | 
Church, in- not providing one,. as 
ſome of the Church of Rome have 
blaſphemouſly argued. For ſeeing 
he hath given vs, in the Scripture, 
a Rule and Foundation to proceed 
on, and our own Reaſon to apply 
it to our ſelves, and make uſe of 
it to our own purpoſes, I ſee not 
why we may not make uſe of this 
Book for its purpoſes, as well as 
we make uſe of other Books, for 
other purpoſes. And why cannot 
God ſpeak his will as plainly to be 
underſtood, as men can, and do 
daily ? and if there be Truth de- 
livered in Scripture, why ſhould 
not all men be able to apprehend, 
and diſcover it, feeing Truth is but 
one, and reafon is the ſame to all, 
aud eſpecially feeing we ſhall be 
judged, every man for himſelf, and 
by a God that knows our hearts, 
who ſees with what ſincerity of 
heart, or with what byaſs and ill 
icclination, we apply this Rule to 
our ſelves, Al 
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Altho” if there were an Infallible 
Judge at Rome, according to their 
way of reaſoning, it would not 
be much to the advantage of the 
Church, eſpecially of us that live 
ſo far from Rome, For ſeeing I 
cannot hear the Pope himſelf ſpeak, 


they muſt all be lofallible, that to 


the fourth or fifth hand perhaps, 
convey what he faith to me; for 
if any of theſe miſtake, or wilfully 
deceive me, what muſt I do? Nay 
if 1 were at Rome, the Pope cannot 
be ſpoke to at all hours; for. he 
takes (tate on himſelf ſometimes, 
and ſometimes hath the Gout, and 
other infirmities incident to old 
men, and doth not love to be Gi- 
ſturbed by every one. And yet if 
I ſhould ſpeak with him, I perhaps 
ſhould not be much the wiſer. For 
to make a full uſe of ſuch an Infal- 
lible Judge, we mult be as infallible 
as he; for we may miſtake him 
without an Infallible Spirit; and if 
he doth tell me true, and 1 do not 


appre- 
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apprehend, or receive it ſo, I am 
ſtill ina bad caſe, And yet it is evi- 
dent that the words of an Infallible 
Judge, or Interpreter may be mi- 
ſRaken, For our Blefſed Saviour 
himſelf was miſunderſtood, both 
by the Fews, and by his Diſciples 
ſometimes, And what ſhall we 
ſay then of this pretended Infak 
lible Jadge on the Seven Hills, who 
1s often a man of the weakeſt Un- 
derſtanding, and not always of the 
greateſt clearneſs of expreſſion, 
and who doth not know truth him- 
ſelf? For ſometimes he hath ex- 
cuſed himſelf from judging in a 
caſe in Divinity, by alledging that 
he was not bred a Drovme, and there- 
fore did not underſtand the Que- 
ſtion, And yet: methinks Know- 
ledge is fomewhat-neceſlary in or. 
der to Infallibility. Beſides, if* a 
man ſhould by chance, ſpeak a very 
true ſentence, but doth not know 
what it means, and therefore -can- 
not-explain it. to me, '- may: eaſily 
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miſtake him, or apply what he ſaith, 
to an Improper purpole, For words 
are ambiguous, and ſome mens No- 
tions are found to fit things ſo well. 
that they often take the one for the 
other. And yet if there be any 
need of this Infallible Judge, there 
will be conſtant need of him; it 
will not be enough for him to ſpeak 
now and then in a General Council, 
but very often, or always to fit, 
and have application made to him, 
according to their own Principles, 
and ways of arguing, becauſe there 
are new Diſputes, and Queſtions, 
and Hereſics that are raiſed almoſt 
daily (for if the Pope can give any 
one ſtanding Rule for reſolviag all 
Doubts, and defining Doftrines, we 
ſhould be apt to think that God 
may have given this himſelf in Scri- 
pture: and this would ſpoil his 
Trade} and if a maa hath not this 
Infallible Judge ready to reſolve 
him, be he never fo deſirous of 
knowing truth, he may die in He- 
relie, 
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refie, and his caſe then muſt be very 
bad. So that there is an abſolute 
neceſſity of a man's living very near 
the Pope, or elſe he can have no 
tolerable ſecurity of himſelf, but 
he may be in ſome conſiderable er= 
ror. And the People of Rome mult 
be' the only happy people in this 
life, that only are ſure of the true 
Catholick - Religion, as living fo 
under the conſtant droppings of In- 
fallibility. And yet | believe Reme 
is the laſt place in the world ta 
which the Prieſt would ſend you, 
to make you a good Catholick. 
But how if it happen after all this, 
that this old Gentleman at Rome 
dare not ſpeak even what he thinks, 
for fear of angring this, or that 
party, French, or Spaniſh ?- or when 
a queſtion is put to him, as concern- 
ing the immaculate conception of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, He ſees that if he 
determine it either way , he- ſhall 
loſe, or at leaſt diſoblige a very 
powerful and numerous _ and 
cre- 
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therefore uſeth all the tricks of 
Tergiverſation, and delay that can 
be, that he may not be forced to 
decide the Cont: overfie z as we 
know it happen'd within theſe ſe- 
venty years ? If this Gentleman 
did know more than other men, 
what would his knowledge ſignihe 
if he be afraid to own or declare 
what he knows ? Therefore let 
them decide their own Controver- 
ſies firſt, by this their Infallible 
Judge, before they pretend to im- 
poſe him upon us. Will any man be- 
lieve me that 1 have an Infallible 
Cure for the Gout, when he ſees me 
lie groaning under it all the year 
round? And therefore not till they 
bave determined among themſelves 
the queſtion of the/mmaculate Con- 
ception, of the Power of the Pope 
beſides, or without Council , and 
convinced the French King, and 
Clergy of the Pope's Infallibilty, 
and abſolute wnlimited Antbority, 
and of the awllity of the Liberties - 
tae 
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the Galican Church, ſhall we ever 
think they believe themſelves, wiren 
they ſay the Pope is infallible; or if 
He be, lam ſure it is to as little 
purpoſe, as if He were not. Sa 
that/nfalibility is only a long word 
to amuſe People. It is down right 
Force that doth all things 1a the 
Church of Rome; and, as | dare ſay 
at this time it will be granted me, 
the King of France's Army ſignifies 
more, than the Pope's Infallibility, 
to the converting of his own Sub- 
jefts to the Romiſb Faith, 

And though we allow'not of any 
Infallibility reſident in any man, or 
number of Men on Earth, yet we 
have as great a certainty of the 
Truth of our Religion, as the mat. 
ter is capable of. We have all the 
Proofs of the Reality of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's appearing in the World, 
of the Apoſtles p.eaching according 
to his will, and committing to wri- 
ting the ſubſtance of what they 
taught, in thoſe Books which ” 
| cal 
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call-the New Teſtameut; and we 
have ali c!:c Evidence of the Truth, 
and uncerivptneſs, and alſo of the 
ſerce aid mcianing of thoſe Books, 
that we can expect, and that a mat- 
ter of that nature wfll allow of; 
and 1 think no-man in his wits wil 
require more. | 

And accordiug-to this Church al- 
ſo, Iallow of the-three Creeds, cal- 
led by the names of the Apoſtles, 
Nicene, and Athanaſian Creedsy 
both becauſe they are conſonant to, 
and the very ſubſtance of the Scri- 
ptures, as to the great Points of our 
Belief; and alſo for the antiquity 
of their compoſure, and the gene- 
ral aſſ-nt and reception that they 
have found for ſo many ages in the 
Church of Chriſt, For I bave a 
very great reverence for whatever 
can be proved very ancient in Re- 
ligion, and to-have been generally 
received by the Church ; as we 
profeſs a wonderful reſpect fer the 
Four firſt General Councils, which 
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Pope Gregory the Firſt ſaid he re- 
verenced as the Four Evangeliſts, 
For by giving this attention to the 
Ancients, we go the beſt way to 
keep our Religion the fame, and 
alſo maintain Unity with them, So 
that if they were part of the true 
Church of Chriſt, ſo are we; and 
if it would have been ovr duty to 
have kept unity with them, if we 
had lived in the ſame Age with 
them, but in Countries remote from 
them, it is as mnch our Duty to 
preſerve the ſame Unity with them, 
though we live fo long after them, 
ſeeing we pretend to be Members 
of the ſame Body of Chriſt with 
them, 

But though we allow thus of the 
ancient Creeds, yet we cannot ap- 
prove of thoſe Additions, which 
Pope Pius the Fourth had the con- 
fidence to make to the Micene 
Creed, according to the Definiti- 
ons of the Council of Trexye, where 
after the laſt words of the Nicene 
Creed, 
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Creed, 1 look for the Reſurreftion of 
the Body, and the Life of the World 
tocome, He adds thele Points, ** Of 
« Seven Sacraments properly ſo ca! 
«led; of a proper and propitiatory 
« Sacrifice in the Maſs for quick and 
« dead; of Tranſubſtantiation; of 
«Communion in one kind; of Pbre 
« patoryz of Invocation of Saints ; 
«of the Veneration of their Re« 
« liques; of the Veneration of, the 
&« Images of Chriſt, and the Bleſſed 


«Virgin, and other Saints; of In- 


« qulgences; Of the Church of 
« Rome, as Mother and Miſtreſs of 
«all Churches: Concluding, that 
{this is the true Catholick Faith, 
«out of which no Man: can be 
* Saved. 

For theſe Articles are neither 
conſonant to Scripture,nor Antiqui- 
ty; they were added by an unjuſt, 
and illegal authority, after the De- 
crees of a Pack'd Aſſembly of men 
all the ancient Church, as well as 
the bigger, and better part of the 

modern 
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modern -Church,. diſowning them; 
that is, the Doftcines were ficlt 
eſtabliſhed by the Biſhop of Rome, 
and theſe Articles, purſuant to 
thoſe Doctrines, were added to the 
Creed by the Biſhop of Rome, and 
his Creatures, as if bis Conſcience, 
and judgmant were to be a Model 
for all other Mens. And yet to theſe 
Articles are the Clergy of tay, 
France, Spain, &c. bound to ſub- 
ſcribe, as well as to the Trinity it 
ſelf, and the Incarnation of the Son 
of God, or his Reſurreftion from 
the Dead, 

But we keep only to the Creeds 
themſelves, without any additions 
And for a right underſtanding them, 
and to prove them conſonant to 
Scripture, and pure antiquity, we 
have ſeveral Books to help us, and 
eſpecially-that incomparable Fxpoz 
lition of the Apoſtles Creed, made 
by he moſt learned the late Biſhop 
of Cheſter. 


' And 
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. And -tbeſe:Creeds:l not only fully 
belies 5) but: 1 verily (think it my 
Duty; and:advantage touprofeſs of- 
43; 4ceording; tortine Ordets of our 
Ghareh..'-For Þy'fa: doing,” live 
in-an; actual! profeſſion of the Chri- 
ian, Faith, according to my. Vow 
ofi Baptiſs.  b;.kcep & Supmary of 
my; Belief/conſtantly in my:r.head; 
and1 yer every; Articke\)is of great 
mMamend, if: we-mind'the bem 
ces :0f-it.. And whilſt 1. keep but 
this Epitome of my Chriſtian Faith 
preſens to my thoughts, [.ſhal 


I noe 
ſo, xafily beiſeducet! into qny Error 
iaKdlicf, fr Practice; which is con: 
ary © its! 3"; 01> C3 20 1, 
- 1; approve alſo of the Books of 

the, Hpocrypha.,.'at leaſt ſome. of 
them, -to be read for the inſtruftion . 
of the People, as a kind of:com- 
ment on the Old Teſtament, oc 
ſomewhat between the Old, and 
New Teſtament. For we find ſome 
kind of Dawnings of Chriſtianity 
in them, But | am taught not to 
C reckon 


ckdy them iof qual: Authotity 
with :the 'Sevigtures, inorido: we-e- 
eng headed Pottrige' on 


ON Srv 


FN Cdvct. 'delol@ 

,0ny Divinely {9% 
edyrwp 'but n=. written afrer-the 
ealing-up:of FRoophtcy .entee tlie 
Okt Law:, and (befdre-thb —_ 


tion :pfoGod's wilt bythe: Golf 
And: they not any £ 
authority-in themſelves, - a 


by Prophets, /it:is _ who 
Chureh:ſhoutd yow-/give them 'the 
Authority -of! \Divinely* «dl 
Books , as"the Council of '! 


pretends to- do, *For the Obgitth 
.cannot-make him a Prophet," that 
really was. no Prophet, | nor«own'd 
Years. /fach - for many Hundreds - i 
$. | 


CHAP. 


- FE 


"CHAP 
Of Goſpel-Obedjence. L 


A-ND-:1 find: aWo: that in; this 
;Z"K; Church:a good and! holy life 
.is as much urged, reckoned: as ne- 
.ceflary, and, 1 bleſs God, I think. I 
_Ican (ay; as much practiſed, as any 
where elſe in the World: ©: «- 
Indeed: we confets that there is 
-no man that lives, and converſeth 
in the World, but ſinneth, Chr 
being the only Perſon witho"4 fin 
. Original, and Aftual.. An” aat the 
very beſt things that we do, we are 
ſtill in Truth and Juſtice; to: account 
of our ſelves but as wwprofitable- ſor- 
uants , and that we do but what it 
Was.07 Duty _—_ And therefore 

2 we 
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we cannot think it poſlible for us to 
werit any thing , in ſtrict Juſtice, at 
the band of God, all the power and 
ability by which we do any _ 
of good, being of his giving. An 
therefore of the beſt of our actions 
we ſay with Saint Paul, they are of 
the ability which God giveth. Byt 
tho? a perf<& unſinning obedience 
is not to be cxpected here, yet ſtill 
we reckon that the beſt Obedience 
we can perform, is neceflaty z that 
it is-not ſufficient for-us to believe, 
"Salvation being promiſed to ſuch a 
Faith only, as is produftive- of 
Lood works. 
. Asto' the concurrence of God's 
race, 1 reckon it abſolutely neceſ- 
ary in order to my doing any thing 
as | ought. And tho* I cannot de- 
fine to.a point, ;jaſt how far God 
works, and how: far we work, in 
every good aCtion, yet I am ſure 
- I can do ſomewhat through God that 
ſtrengthens me , and I am ſure alſo 
that: God worketh in me to will , and 
; to 


| 
| 
| 
l 
| 
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to do, and thatthe will do more and 
more for me, accordingly as | make 
a-good uſe of the Grace that he 
ves me, and pray to him for more 
revgth, and therefore that Il am 
fomewhat ative both in the uſing 
of:Mercies, and in Praying for more 
Grace,. And Iam ſure I anſwer all 
objections, and ſatisfie all difficul- 
ties, if | thus aſcribe all the good 
that I do to G14 aſliſting me, and * 
take all my failings and weakneſſes 
to my ſelf. And on thisground-as 1 
ſhew. wy ſelf;the neceſlity-of doin 
the beſt that I;'am able; -and.cut.0 
all Plea.of Merit for my ſelf or 0; 
thers; ſo I' ſhew alſo. the neceſſity 
of Prayer to God for his Grace; and 
lay a Foundation far: Thankſulneſps 
to-himy-."! ls 14 fe 373087! 

- For now hy the New: Covenant, 
there is a ſtrict obligation''to all 
kind of Chriſtian Daties, tho" there 
is allowance made for humane frail- 
ties and ipfirmities. There is in- 
deed a way made throvgh the;ſuf- 

| C 3 ferings 
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ferings and merits of Chriſt for for- 
givenels on Repentance: But ſtill 
it is more acceptable with'God, that 
we live ſo, as far as it is poflible, as 
fo-need no Repentance. 


I reckon good Works therefore - 


#bfolutely neceſſary in order to Sal- 
vation, but that it is not ſo much 
the Actions themſelves,as the Mind 
and Temper , and Deſign which 
they are done with , or the Chri- 
ſian Principles which they proceed 
from, called Faith in Scripthre, ro 
which the worth of 'thetn is to'be 
aſrribed} and for which they are acs 
eepted of God throuph the Merits 
and Mediation of Chriſt. 

The good Works which arerequi. 
ted of uy'#s Chriſtians in the New 
Feſtament, and in the Teg Com« 
mMaridy; or the Moral patt of the 
Old Teſtament, all Duties and 
Vertues there commanded I reckon 
my ſelf bound, as | am able, to 
perfor;  and- all Sins or Aftions 
there forbidden , F thake Conſeis 


C ence. 


Of Bofel-Ohedieatt. an 
ence 60 abſtaitÞ from pant do-not- 
think that: by: obeyihg: obe: Cont - 
mand þ and free foom-others ; ?or 
that becauſe! there are ſins preater 
and Jefs, yerthat' any are pertcCtiy .. 
Venmh..: +, 83330 | hot) 7. 
| }..reckon: iy: felf Bonadral fo fo 
obeythe'commiunds of. atp:Lawfal 
Governouts, -bodh:an Clutch and.. 
State, not only for Peato, and Or. 
der ſake, bur for the ſike of -God 
who hath commanded” me foto do, 
and, an-willing to foregomy: own 
Right often; and deny opown Pro 
bit; rathetithan 'difobey, .vroppoſe 
&.command: of my lawful: Gover. 
nors, where'tcar obey them with- 
our” fin, But! 1 religiouſly: abſtain 
from. ſetting'ap) the Commands of 
men 19:oppoſition tothe Commands - 
of God ,, 'afid' vannot» think that 
halt be exeofable3if-I obey! rhe 
Commandsof Mentothe negleRtiof 
the Commands of God. And there- 
fore, for Example ſake, tho? 1: pay 
all, deference and' vbedjence ro-the 


, C 4. Laws: - 


- 
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Laws of the Church; /as:knowing 
that God bath bid-me'to- obey it 3 
yet I dare not do, as 1s done inthe 
Church of .Reome, when the Church 
commands me one thing , and the 
Law of God the contrary. As when 
they ſay, God bids me whey the Church, 
and thirefare' ut «x all one whrcb of the 
rws 1 obey._ For: Gotd only bids me 
obey the Qhnethan ſach caſes as are 
not defined by the Laws of God, but 
doth not give the Church' leave to 
command any thing. contrary -to 
God's Law, nor oblige-me tqafs 
tend to.it, or obey : it, 'if at '\ſhould 
ſo.command.:. 1  , 145 | 
I thankfully own, :and frequently 
commemorate the ' bleſſed Son of 
God's coming into the world, to 
dye for .us , and ſatishe-for our 
ſinsz but yet_] think not, that he, 
by: his ſufferings , hath either exi 
cuſed me from obedience to God's 
commands, or exempted me from 
uniſhment, if I obſtinately per- 
Chriſt's 


+ 4 


yere in my diſobedience. For by: 


' 
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Chriſt's coming, 1 am, if poſlible, 
more obliged to a good life, being 
now obliged to a ſtricter obedience 
out of Love and kindneſs to him, 
who hath done and ſuffered. ſo 
much for me. And all his. Com- 
mands are Laws, which are [triftly 
to- be obeyed by me; only there is 
now a proviſion made, that ſjucere, 
and bearty obedience, tho' ming- 
led with many imperfeftions (as 
it will always be whilſt we live in 
theſe Houſes of Clay) ſhall for 
the ſake of Chriſt. be looked on 
a$ if it were perfect, and our fail- 
ings will.in Mercy be forgiven, if 
we immediately repent vs. truly of 
them, and beg God's Pardon for 
them, and. reſolve for the futnce, 
by the aſſiſtance. of God, ta live 

deter, 1 — 
And therefore I-gratefully own 
the DoCtrine of Repentance , and 
the hopes of Pardon on Repen- 
tance ; but yet I think that it doth 
not at all encourage ſin, nor is it to 
Cs be 


4 
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be lookt on by us before we fin, on- 
ly it is provided to prevent Deſpait 
when we have finned, and there is 
no other Remedy. And it is @ 
double affront to God, for me to 
fin. out of hopes of Pardon on my 
Repentance. For by this means [ 
both break his Laws, and alfo abuſe 
his Mercies ; and the moſt feyere 
Punifhments are threatned to fuch 
a courſe. 

And if the doQtrine of Repen- 
tance,, or of Pardon upon Repen- 
cance, will not give me any libert 
fo fin, nor excuſe me, if 1 ſin wil- 
fully 3 then much lefs can 1 expett 
a ibentinion from obedience fo. 
the Laws of God any other way. 

As Hoy of ne 4 pr not 
underitand,. only a bare (onfeſſing 
that I have ſinned, and Ale: = 
It, only' or of feat of punifhment, 
which they call Aterirzen,; but rec- 
kon Coxtrition efſential to Repen- 
rance, and neceſlary to the Pardon: 
of-my finsz viz. that | be heartily 

: grieved: 


& 


_ done thus, -by God's affi 
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rieved for the hainouſneſs of my 
"9 in themſelves, aud their being 

ſo IN ing in the ſight of God,. 

and am fully purpoſed and: reſol- 
ved, by the ble of of God, to 
live better for -the future; and alſo. 
that neither by the power of the 

Prieſt; nor afy other way, can this- 

Miter itn be 'turned into Comrirnen,. 

or be ſufficient foe Et. 

Pardon; | 

1 rhckom: that every- 


work 
, and 
with-an honeſt mind, -is well plea. 
frag t6-'God, and will, if we per. 
ſevere, if due time have its reward, 
Bit! this is to be aſtribed'tohisdwnn 
poodacfy; andthe Metits of Chriſt, 
not to any worth or meri#+im the- - 
a&Midns "themſeives. - For how 'can- - 
& ſew good: ny and*-mingled- : 
witte: any Fa , 267 &- - 
courſes of in os Ur "for -#he-. 
tr oy cs hs. 
r- any proportion-te;. mach teſs- 
deleive , terial Thwards-in - 
WOCLG. 
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world to come ? eſpecially how;can 
any man pretend - to merit at, his 
bands, by whoſe very aid. and afli-; 
ſtance we do:any-thing that is goqd? 
For ofthe }beſt of our -Aftions we 
muſt in truth-and juſtice ſay, as D«- 
vid ſaid of-his own, and his Prince's 
offerings, 1. Chron. 290. 14. Ak 
things come ofiithre,: aud of thy own 
beve we giver td thee 1 | 

I do not think that I do my-duty 


ſuficiently« by: abſtaining-from-evil. | 


For there are Aſficmative as well as 
Negative Commands; and if I on- 
ly ſhould eſchew Ev, and not en- 
deavour t0 da;g00gd;;1 muſt; accors 
ding: to. the; Tener- ofthe Goſpel; 
be reckon'd: among the. unprofit able 
Servanti, wm wo wn 

And in; this conſideration I take 
care not;qnly -16 /ayoid the, ſins, 
which 3 ſe many Chriſtians tas 
much.,jnqulge' or whicht, am; -by 
Temper ,: Education, Cuſtom-, | or 
Company, more. than. ordinary.in- 
clin'd to; but alſo I reckon it my 
in- 
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indiſpenſible Duty, to be conſtant 
in all the parts of Poſitive Chriſts- 
anity;, knowing that Heaven is not 
a ſtats Wh ency but. infinite inva- 
luab'e | Happineſs, and therefore, 
(which þcannot pollibly think). can 
be. gotten with the doing of no. 
thing, And eyen among Men, there 
isJittle Commendation thought.due 
to him, .of whom the, beſt that can 
be ſaid, is, That the. hath done no 
barm. | 

Now by Poſitive Chriſtianity, or 
Affirmative Duties, I underſtand 
ſuch things, as | «#«aly do out, of 
Obedience, zo God/,..and, to. ſexy 
him; and..not only forbear doing 
what he forbids me. 


Sa in reference to himſelf, am 


ſo far from. doing any 'thing;to dife 
honour, or. bſhems Goſs 
every way, that lam able, .{cek to 
glorifie,, praiſe,. and fre bhim,: ;-.- 

In reference to my.Neighbqur, 1 
not only forbear wronging him, but 
I do him all the good, by good Ad- 


_ wice, - 
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vite, by y ft mg well of him, by 
aidin fting him i to any caſe, 
that Tam able, 

".Andav'to my ſelf, [rho it fob 


eno tolic On my Wed; # d avoid 
the ſins.of Imemprraice , &<. Tas 


that by all 'the Diſgetice thatT amt 


able, I'ftudy to Improve my. Mind, 
et-@' Congueſt over my Paſſont ; and 
y way work uf my fel Proa bet- 
ter temper, and pradiice; - 
lam fofar from doing the World 
harm, or makiog it wotſe, that 1 
avour to kave it- better rhan 
nd it.” Hetice 1 for-offly Vet 
ſr Tiny conſtantly My" lf, 
Edowhart1 can to'Promuce, and En 


courgge it.in othets, which, if Fam 


itt a Pablick: Srxtion a4 Empl mint, 
by: madeed ido T_ My 

| _ ET-Mal |44 GfleF-$648 

( 2Ay's Kn6tc! *Andif 1 

Privite Capitity 


_ can be, yet Ak my /Htnt,” nnd- 


ſhall do ſome 


good: briiy th my Atxice-to my Friends- 


I 


* 
. 

_ 
EE, —_ —— 


I may do more; and by ocraſional 
Diſcoarſe ,, or making uſe of ſuch 
opportunities as will often preſeat 
themſelves, I may.be an Inſtrument 


to a great deal of good, and all'this- 


without being Conceited, or Prag- 


matical; without Jatrenching on- 
other Mens buſineſs, going out of 


my own place , or diſturbing the 
World. 


I own a- good and wiſe' Provi-- 
dence watching over the World, 


and not only over Publick, but e- 


ven extending to the moſt Private 


Aﬀaits, and” Perſons, and -accord- 
iogly } daily commit my ſelf, and 
all my Concerns to: the Govern- 
ment, and over-ruling of that good 
God, that I am fure loves me, and 


knows my Caſe and Wants better 


than I do my ſelf, But though I 


thus own a Providence, yet 1 take: 
a Religions Cire oot totempr God, 
. by running my ſelf into Evil, and 


then to expect God to keep me out, 
and deliver me, Juſt as thovg 
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hF 
know- 


«= 
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know Gdd's Grace to be Al'-(offici- 
ent for ,me, ;yer | dare not expect 
it to keep me fram fin, if þ wilful- 
ly, and\'with my. eyes open run in- 
toit. | 

For God's Grace and Proteftion 
is promiſed , and to be expected 
only ,in ſuch caſes, as in which I 
have done all that was-in me for 
my ſelf, and then I am allowed to 
hope for belp from God; or in ſuch 
caſes as into which | am unwitting- 
Iy and unwillingly led, or in which 
] am innocently, and honeſtly en- 
gaged:; and here 1 am fure of ſuir- 
able aid, and ſupport, if ] humbly 
and- earneſtly, make; my Requeſt, 
but not where | wilfully expoſe my 
ſelf to- Sin and Evil. 
And-on this Principle I do not 


Expoſe my ſelf to Temptations, ei- 


ther asto Eſtate, by Gaming, Or as 
to. Life by Duels, or as to' Religion, 
and a+ good Conſcience, by aiming 
only at the /oweſt degree of what is 
Vertuous or Commendable, or ta- 


E king 
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king all the Advantages againſt Re- 
ligion 1 and my duty that I think 
| poſſibly may; or by going ro Maſs, 
or any other Irregular way of: Wor- 
ſhip, though perhaps out of vanity 
only, and Curioſity, tempt, God, 
and my ſelf, -For I know not. but 
God may leave 'me- when-I thus 
dally with bim. And the wiſe Son 
of Syrach ſays, He that loves dan- 
ger, ſhall fall into it. . And our Sa- 
viour, that we muſt not thus Tempe 
the Lord our God, For in all caſes, 
in which the Intereſt of wy Soul is 
concerned, I do nothing by Fancy, 
or Hamour, but with all the Judg- 
ment, -and Reaſon that I have, [ 
conſider ſeriouſly the Fitneſs, or 
Lawfulneſs of it, as knowing that 
itis: here;, -as;in Wat, where | one 
Errour is Fatdb;z) 40d if: be: taken 
off-in a ſinful Praftice;;there.is no 
Reſcuiog :me z/:or Retrieving » me 
for ever. 0 
As to @ ſhare y4 the things of this 
life, 1 keep my {ſelf in a great x 

LITe- 
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difterency;- | For | ans. ſure thap life | 


Kt felf ! is not always Good, or 
Blefſing; and .then ;much  leſs:are 
any- ff theſe thingy very deſirable; 
that ſerve only for the Convenien- 
cies of, Life. And feeing 1 never 


Pray-to God- for. my own, or my 


Friends': longer life, only as far 
forch ag it ſhall. be 'for the-Glory 
of God; and good of Religion, and 
the World, or in order to our. bee 
mg the betcer fitted and prepared 
for Heaven; much: leſs am | folli- 
citous for more Eſtate, ' or! make 
Fhar the' ſabje&t” of my!: Prayers. 
For | am ſuce that ever yore cannos 
have 4: great Eſtate, fey #164 can 
bear or minage a great Eſtate ay 
they ought, and 19. mas: needs 16 
And in- the Lord's: awyo prayer we 


are taught;and-aHow'd ovly to pray. 


for Bread; or-whatis necefſary, and 
That only from hand tomouth, ris 
day our daily bread 

| am therefore well content with 
the lictle char 1-have , go thibking 


that. ] + 


| 


Y— 


LIMI 


_—_—— 


jr CNS 
———_ 


OE CC .EEEESSEEESCESCSERDS Het es on od otnatod 


Of Goſpel-Obedience. 6x 
that God knows my ſtrength and 
ability beſt, and what is propereſt 
for me, and as knowing tha if [ 
ſhould get more, tho* by the moſt 
lawful means, and by the moſt mo- 
derate endeavours,it will be propor- 


| tionably expected that I ſhonld do 


the more good, be the more uſeful 
in the world, and I. ſhall have more 
Talents to atfwer for the 'Receipe 
of; as on the other hand, -the leſs 1 
have, the leſs Temptations I am ly- 
able to-at preſent, the leſs tyed I 
ſhall be to this' world; ati the les 
willbe' my acconiit at the laſt-day: 
And | ama very ſenſible that when a 
Man comes todie, he wilkwiſh he 
had enjoyed leſs of this World; 
there being at leaſt ſotwve danger of 
recehving* ny good things bere. And 


| therefore tho' # pteat: Eſtate - may 


afford moreVeaſc and delight here; 
yet 4 mean fortune ſcems to afford 
more ſecurity in otder to hereafter. 
And hence I prayfor ſuch & Portion 
as is fitteſt for nity} #nd-with _ 


62 Of Goſpel Obedience. 
I ſhall do moſt good; that God | 
would ſuit my Condition to-my De- 
fires,or my Deliresto my Condition, 
that I may ſerve him chearfully, and 
without Diſtrattion, And | think 
not that 1 am out of the favour of 
God, or evet@of good men, becauſe 
I have leſs than others, but do much 
condemn the nojuſt Meaſure of the 
world, 'of ſlighting a Man, becauſe 
he is poor,or of valuing bim for his 
Outfide rather than for his: Inſide. 


For Vertye and Prudence, Integrity | 


and an carpeſt deſire to do good are 
more trve Accompliſhments; than 
Beauty, Riches, Honours, &c. And 
He is the moſt conſiderable Manin 
the world, not that enjoys moſt of 
this world, but that doth moſt 
init; For him:the world will-moſt 
miſs, for him, good Mens Prayers | 
are moſt, ayer him the Providence 
of God will watch in a more pecu- 
liar -manner; and .therefore he is 
every way the -moſt valuable and 
conſiderable Per ſon. 


hs —— 
- 
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-to reckon a Man guilty 
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'T am taught fo Pray at home ig 


private always, and;ia;my own Fa- 
mily too, conltantly,xſpecially if [ 


. have: not the advantage: of going 


-with.my Family. to: the Publick W- 
-vice- daily. Butif [ have the oppor 


-tunity of Publick Worſhip , = am 


conſtant in if, as jn all gther Qffic i 
of Piety, and; fear notcheing calle 
an Hypocrite z' for this; ig angt 
of the unjuſt Mcaſyures-9 al hg norld, 
Hypocti- 
fie, if he be-more ſtrict in Religion, 
and more ſcrupulous of a ſin, than 
others are; whereas ew wang muſt 
neceſſarity openly-ſhew it i, and 
we are bid to Lu our {og 
before men, that they may _ Our _ 
works, and | glorifie God, 

And agreeable to this, | not only 
openly. profeſs a ſtrift Regard, to 
Fuftice,. but exaCtly praiſe it to- 
wards all men. I pay all Men their 
Dues, all Officers and Offices in 
Church and State, according to St. 
Paul's command, Rom, 13. 1 pay 
not 
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not only all honour and reſpe@, 'but 
alſo- all faichful fervice and obedi- 
ence to the King; as' God's! Vice- 
Eerent,” -and. the common Father of 
y: || cannot endure to 

hear him ill ſpoken of, or hurt in his 
Reputation, or iajor'd as'to bisguſt 
Rights, either in Power,or-Revenue. 
Andas tomy Fellow-Subjects, 1 
einen ext Juſtice, fa as not 


' to'forbear open violence; Op. 
on, or Frandtowards any, but 


my Debts, and to anſwer all Promi- 
es, and Obligations. For not pay- 
ing Debts, +9 much the ſame thing 
«s \Robbing, or? violently -taking 
from another, There beiog butvery 
Iittle difference between taking 

er Mony from a Man when he is un- 
wwilli 


whe b li-fefites it, it, and ought-in Ju- 
ftice to have it.  - 

From this Principle 1 am alſo 
punQual in paying my Tythes, and 
all fuch Publick Dues for the main- 

tenagce 


and keeping it fron him 


rn” 


atfoto take eare punCtually to pay | 
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provided with ſuch -a maintenance 


Of Gofbt hrdierce: &y 
tenaice of 'Religion, ard for *my 


part-take ſach-care otherwiſe that 
they -that wait>on- the 'Service of 


God; iand'watch-formy Soul,' may 


pag dyrncery anaimqnance, leſt 
oy: my-Mip geardlinelF'it ſhould 'bap- 

the Service of God-ſhould 
amore oe .(znd«Religion- dll 
al In Che Miter ofi6h 
be5 leſt 5worthy!2 Men ſhould: 5be 
Ailteartnicd fromrenrigg-int9-the 
holy Office, or tel} they: thatiatrea. 
dyſerve'atithe Altar; !fhouldberfor- 


ved $0 any wlawful;: '06 any unbe- 


coming wage mafntain ithem- 

ſolves p'butithattht piety hays alt 

peoenen and + fivfor rn va 
ementin{ Learning, that 

' be able ito Gefen Rel - 

and convincenhoGainſiyers "Anil 


| this is no more than\common-Ju- 


ſticez ſor as they ſhare not witho- 
thers i in Secular buſinefs, and Trade, 
and other advantagious ways of rai- 
ſing themſelves, fo they ought to be 


_— 


as anſwers the i yo Education 
they have had, and the Relation 
they, beartoReli igion: 1, 

+; FinaHy; I: contider; my felf a3-to 
all the -Capacitics, .and Relations, 
that I am'in in the world, and en- 
deavour to behave, my ſelf ſuitad 
tothem ; knowingthere is.a diſt) 
Duty, and Obligation between Fa: 
ther;,/and} Children,,. Hasband: and 
Wife: Suptriours and; Inferiours, 
Friends and. Equals and” which 
therefort every; Ctuiſtian muſt take 
care;to: an{ver and. perform and 
which are -yery fully; exproſiedrin 
that, excellent Book of; the, Wort 


of Man, t \ 3318V 

But much of this: | Natuse- will 
come to be conſidered- alſo in. the 
Sixth Chapter ,. qu _ Head-of 
Croat cy. rk 11071 21 ifs - 
1 3184]. 4301 26 * I 2 9913] 
341 2 , P196003 


LIMI 


TY ms * Wy WW Wwe WD oo WF Ww=—', VV OW 


wy 


— ww wy 
b 


0t6) 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the Service of God 
#1 Publick. 


Am taught alſo in this Church, 

that it is not ſufficient for me 
to Believe well,- and to perform the 
Duty of a Chriſtian by my ſelf, or 
#1 private, but that there is a pub- 
lick Profeſſion , and an open exer- 
Ciſe of ſeveral Acts of Religion ne- 
ceſſary. 

For many Duties of Chriſtianity 
do require the doing of them in 
Company , and it is an open Pro- 
feſlion that doth moſt encourage 
Religion, and provoke other men 
to an imitation, And by the nature - 
of the Publick Service which | fre- 

D quent, 
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*;- 


quent, and by my demeanour 1n it, 


-1 give a Sample. of my felf, and 
-Mmen-May- thence take an efttmate 
.how 1 am aftcCted in my mind, and 


how | carry my ſelf in my more 


private retirements, And I find 


in the Goſpel , that Chriſt promi- 
ſeth his bleflings eſpecially to Pub- 
lick, Services, where two or Three ' 
are gathered together in his name, 
and therefore that it ought always 
to be preferred before Private. And 
Publick Communion hath always 
been accounted neceſſary in order 
to our letting our light ſhine before 
men; and making the world know 


what opinion we are of, For the 


Publick Articles, and Confeſſion of 


Faith of that Church with which 


[ Communicate, being known to 


all the world, my Faith and Belief 


alſo, as to the main Articles of Re- 


ligion, is known at the ſame time. 


But the excellency of Publick Ser- 


- vice,” and its Preference before Pri- 
.vate, is fully made out, in that late 


EXCE | 
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* excellent Treatiſe of Prayer by 


Dr, Patrick. 

And for this reaſon alſo, I re- 
ligiouſly abſtain from Communi- 
cating with any Heretical or Schiſ- 
matical Congregation, that is, with 
any that hold any erroneous opi- 
nion contrary to any of the great 
Articles of Chriſtianity, or that 
but keep private and ſeparate meet- 
ings from the Publick Worſhip that 
ts Lawfully Eſtabliſhed, leſt I be 
reckoned of their party and per. 
ſwaſion, For all ſuch ſeparate meet- 
ings are breaches of Charity; and 
tho? they may poſſibly encourage 
no Heretical opinions now, yet it 
is odds but ſuch opinions will find 
ſhelter, and countenance among 
them. Such Clancular and irregu- 
lar Conventicles being the proper 
Seed-plots for ſuch weeds to grow 


* 10, They break the Unity of the. 


body of Chriſt, and diſobey Law- 
ſul Authority in the Church, And 


Iam ſure that if they can Commyu- 


D 2 nicate 
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[Nicate without ſin, . for them to-ſe- 
ÞParate is a very great ſin, Beſides 
.that -all ſuch: private meetings are 
dangerous to the State ; for all men, 
-that are ill afſe&ted to the State, 


-will herd-with them, and ſo will. be 


ſecure bf a Party. And it-weakens 
.alfo the publick .ſtrength, when-a 
:; number of-men-make themſelves a 
.diſtin&t Party , who will be ſo far 
from joining heartily with the 
Publick , that they will reckon it 
their duty to oppoſe, and find fault 
with what is done, if it be but to 
give ſome excuſe and countenance 
to their own Schiſm. . And by thus 
finding fault.with the Publick ma- 
nagement, they will-alſo draw all 
diſcontented people to them (who 
are always numerous in -every 
State) and ſo not only ſtrengthen 
their .Schzſm againſt the Church, 
but-alſo form.a dangerous . Fat#zon 
againſt the State. 
And .as 1 thus Conſcientioully 
torbear the Going to any rregwlar 
_” wnlaW= 
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in Publick. 74: 
welawſu! Aſſemblies , tho? only out 
of-curiolity , becauſe my very be- 
1g, there but once, and out of no- 
bad deſign, is a giving them coun- 
tenance and encouragement (for : 
number and company is always en- 
couraging) and is aiſo-a putting my: 
ſelf out of God's proteftion, by: 
tempting him in running my ſelf 


Into. evil and danger, which he: 


may juſtly ſufiter me to fall into: 
So alſo I am very ſcrupulous of 
leaving.my own (hurch at all, or: 
going to any-other: Church; or Re- 
gular Congregation. For the thus rur-- 
ning to other Churches generally ar--- 
gues a-vanity of mind ; it isoft the 
Mother of Schiſm and Faction, and 
rather tends to advance popularity 
than true Religion, it gives a very 
bad Example, it diſcourageth my 
own Pariſh Congregation, and I do 
not think it is ſo likely to have a- 
bleſſing from God. For God will 
give his bleſſing. to us eſpecially: 
where. he himſelf hath placed us, 
D 3 and. 
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and in regular ways, he being the 
God of Order, and not of Confu- 
fion. And I am ſure | haye at leaſt 
as good Prayers, and the Word of 
God it (elf as pure, as can find it 
in any other Church. And tho? it 
is poſſible I may hear a neater and 
more clegant Sermon there , yet 
befides that I do not think there 1s 
fo much Religion, properly ſo cal- 
led, in hearing Sermons, they be- 
ing not fo much in reference to 
God, as to our ſelves, and for our 
own benefit ; | ſay beſides this, if 
at my return home from ſuch a Ser- 
mon, | ſit dowr, and conſider what 
F have gotten by my wandring, 1 
ſhall find that rather my curioſity, 
and fancy are gratified, than Piety 
and Devotion advanced in me, and 
that | am rather Pleaſed, than In- 
ſirufted, or made either wiſer , or 
better, 

And I keep conſtantly to my own 
Payiſh on all occaſfons, not only on 
Sundays, but other days, ſetting 

down 
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down this for a Rule, that Prayers 
hinder no buſineſs. And if it ſhoutd 
once happen that I ſhould ſuffer! a- 
little by it, I am ſure it will be 
abundantly recompenſed ſome 0- 
ther way; tho* commonly there 1$+- 
no need of that ; for ſo hath God 1n 
mercy ordered the world; ' and 
mens Concerns in it, that @ man 
may eaſily, at lealt, with a little 
forecaſt, fo order all his Buſineſs,-. 
that there ſhall be time enough. 
both for Publick and Private 'De- 
votion, Nay indeed with -moſt 
men 16 is certain that I need deſire 
them'only to ſpend that time in 
Devotion, or Reading, or in any 
other method in order to Heaven, 
which elſe they would be perfect- 
ly idle in, and would, as we fay, 
hang on their hands, and which 
they are not obliged to ſpend in 
any neceſſary, or uſeful bufineſs of 
Life. So that the moſt diligent 
man of the world, and he that hath 
moſt Buſineſs, with a litttle con- 
D 4 triyance, 
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trivance, may find time enough for 


conſtant Devotion ; and it will be 
a Relaxation, as well as. Comfort 
to his mind, and will procure for 
him moreover a Bleſſing from God 

on his other, and ſecular buſineſs. 
And when 1come to the Publick 
Service, I come not out of cuſtom, 
ar to pleaſe others, or get a Re- 
putation, or only with ſuch a kind 
of diſpoſition” of mind , as when [ 
make a viſit to a.Friend , or goto 
any common place and, company. 
For when I come to Church, as I 
am going, I always think with my 
ſelf, now am I going to appear 
before God in a more eſpecial man- 
ner; and I reflet on ſome, or all 
the deſigns of a Publick Prayer and 
Service,.and for which I go now, 
and at all other times. For I muſt 
always propoynd to my ſelf, and 
deſign by this, and every other aCt 
of-Publick Devotion, to pay the Ho- 
wage Cue from me to. my great 
Creator, and Benefactor, who __ 
thus 
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thus commanded to be ſerved, and 
acknowledged by me; by Praiſes, 
to magnifie and extol him. for his in- 
finite perfeRions -in himſelf; - by- 
T hanksgivings, to- thank and honour 
him for the mercies already vouch- 
ſafed to all mankind, his Church 
in general, or This Church and. 
Nation, as well- as my ſelf in par- 
ticular ; and by my humble Prayers 
and Suppiications to beg a continu- 
ance .of all the gaod things we en- 
joy, and a ſupply of thoſe that we 
do, or:ſhall want, for my ſelf, and. 
others; as alſo by my example, as 
faras I can, to keep up, and en-, 
courage Religion and Piety- in the 
Workd, and (hew what Church and. 
Profeſſion I am- of, - 
. And my:- but thinking of. theſe. 
ends of my.coming to Publick Ser- 
vice, will eyen awe me into a De- 
yout and- Reverent Carriage , and 
will make me-attentive when.l amn- 
there, and fo to make © good uſe. 

and application of ''y parts of Pub- 


s + lick. 
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lick Service to my proper 0cca- 
ſions. 

I always contrive to come before 
Prayers begin, both to ſhew my 
willingneſs , and deſire to worſhip 
God, and that the Publick Service 
may not be diſcouraged for lack 
of Company, and leſt I miſs any 
part of Service, eſpecially the firſt 
part, in which there is both the 
Confeſſion, Abſolution , and the 
Lord's Prayer , and alſo that by 
my coming a little before Prayers 
begin, I may have ſome time to 
prepare my ſelf for what lam going 
to do. 

In the firſt place I fall down on 
my knees, to thank God for all his 
mercies, and particularly for this 
other opportunity-of appearing be- 
fore him, beſeeching him to give a 


Bleſſing on all the Congregation, 


as well as on my ſelf,” that he will 
afliſt usin what we are about to do, 
and accept of what we ſhall do 


Pardonigg our Infirmities, and do-. 


08 


{ 


in Publick, 4.4 
ing for our ſelves, our Church, and 
Nation abundantly more than we 
are able either to ask or think, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt that dyed 
for us. 

When I am riſen from my Pri- 
vate Prayers, and at all other times 
during Publick Service in the 
Church, I uſe as little Ceremony to 
others as. poſſibly I can, (tho? I 
take care to be wanting in no part 
of civil Ceremony abroad in a com- 
mon place.) For I reckon that tke 
common Ceremonies of Bowing to 
one that comes in,or to a friend that 
I fee in the Clurch, or to one that 
Sneezeth, or on the like occaſions, 
is a kind of Compliment that may 
very well and ought to be ſpared 
for it doth not ſo well become the 
place -where | am, nor the buiineſs 
I come about; 'it argues ſome kind 
of lightneſs of mind, or will create 
it, and is certainly diſtracting both 
to my ſelf and others; and I may 
be ſure that no- man that confiders 
the: 
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the Sacredneſs of the place , and 
occaſion, and that ſees my Civility 
and Courteouſneſs abroad , will 
ever think the worſe of me, if I 
be more reſerved, and leſs ceremo- 
nious at Church. 

And all along the Service I take 
care both to be Uncovered in token 
of reſpect , and to ſhew I conſider 
the Majeſty of him before whom I 
appear, and alſo to carry my felt 
with allGravity,Silence,and lnoffen- 
ſiveneſs to others, neither by Talk- 
ing, Gazing about, nor any light 
or unſeemly carriage to be a diſtur- 
bance to them; all indecency of 
carriage arguing a wandring mind, 
and 1s both unbecoming Religion, 
and a ſcandal to other men. Nei. 
ther do I bring Dogs into the 
Church, or encourage thoſe that 
are brought, very great unſeemli- 
neſs often following it, and it be- 
ing at the beſt, and always a 
hindrance of compoſedneſs of 
Thovght, a diſtration of Devo. 

tion, 
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tion, and argues ſome lrreyerence 
towards God, 

While the Exhortation is Read- 
ing; I ſtand gravely, and mind ſe- 
riouſly what is there ſaid, and 
thereby more fit my ſelf for all 
that is to follow, reſolving by the 
bleſſing. of God, to keep my: 
thoughts ſo fixed on what I am go-. 
ing to do, and every.part of. Ser- 
vice, as the. Worſhip of the great. 
God, and the Salvation of my own 
Soul do require. 

At the Confeſſion, with the Con. 
grepgation , I fall down on my 
Knees, that being -the poſture in- 
joined by the Church, and the 
humbleſt poſture eſteemed in theſe 
Countries. Aad I not only acknow- 
ledge my own ſins, and the fins of + 
the Church and Congregation 1a 
general, but as far as | am able,ſuch 
particular ſins of my own as are 
either greater in themſelves, and 
of a more provoking nature, or elſe 
that having been lately —_ 
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had not been ſo very particularly 
and fully Repented of by me. I am 
heartily ſorry for them , and beg 
God's Pardon of them, that they 
may never riſe up againſt me in this 
Life, if it be his wil}, but eſpecially 
not in the other Lite. And whilſt 
] beg his Grace, that we may hve 
Godly, Righteous, and ſober Lives, 
at the ſame time I reſolve with my 
ſelf, that by his Grace and Aſſiſt= 
ance, I will ſtrive and endeavour to 
lead every way a better Life, be 
more conſtant in every good ation, 
and more carefully avoid thoſe ſins 
that I have juſt now confeſſed, than 
hitherto I have done. 

When the Prieſt pronounceth the 
Abſolution , -both here, and in the 
Communion Serviee, 1 attend to it, 
and'receive it with all gladnefſs and 
humility of mind, begging that this 
Pardon, which God hath given his 
Miniſters power to pronounce in 
general, may be applicd to my elf, 
and my cales in particular, There- 

| fore 
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fore I eſteem this Abſolution very 
much, it being the Voice of God, 
and being pronounced at the Com- 
mand of God, as the Auguſtane 
Confeſſion ſpeaketh ;, but ir being 
only on the Conditions that we Re- 


pent-and Believe, I immediately re- 


ſolve to Repent and Believe, and 
I pray to God to Aſliſt me, and Ab- 
ſolve me; and | am encouraged to 
hope that I am in-God's favour, and 
that he doth pardon, and accept of 
me, when I hear this gracious De- 
claration of his mercy to all true 
Penitents, And | take it as well, 
and doubt not but it will be to as 
good purpoſe to me, as if it had 
been ſpoken ro my ſelf alone, and 
in a more preſuming way and man- 
ner, For it being pronounced by ſo 
truly a4 conſtituted-Prieſt, in God's 
name, and with his hearty defire; 
and praver for Pardon to his Con- 


grevarionn accompanying it , and 
the 'cople at the ſame time de- 
voutly accepring of it, and the 

terms 
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terms on which it is granted ; there * 
ſeems nothing wanting as to what I. 


can expect from the Church; and 


I have the ſame aſſurance alſo from - 


God, as if it were pronounced the 
moſt authoritatively, according: to 
the practice of the Church of Rome, 
F abſolve thee. For ſeeing the Par- 
don of -ſins is in-reference to the 


Life to come, I cannot expect ſo 


full and abſolute a Pardon here, but 
that if I continue in, or return to a 
vicious courſe, even my former ſins 
wull return : upon me. 
it.comes only from Ged, I-regard 
eſpzcially the Promiſe of God, who 
hath promiſed forgiveneſs of ſins 
tothem that truly repent, and care 
not whether the Miniſter, who is as 
it were, the Herald, or Perſon who 
makes Declaration-of this promiſe, 
pronounce it authoritatively, 1 ab- 
ſolve thee, or declaratively, He ab- 
folveth, Eſpecially I being very ſure 


that God will rather do more than 


teſs, when he ſees. we take not too 
much 


And-ſeeing.: 


; 
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much upon our ſelves, He loves 
Modeſty. and Humility. in all caſes, 
eſpecially in reference to. himſelf, 
and will rather give the more, when 
we preſume,and challenge the lefs 

When the Lord's Prayer is read, 
I joyn with it, and repeat it, as the: 
Church enjoins; my very repeat- 
ing it ſtirring up my owa attention. 
better to regard and mind the full; 
and comprehenſive ſenſe of each. 
Petition ; and to help our Infirmi- 
ties, this moſt excellent Prayer is. 
ſeveral times uſed, that ſo we may: 
have opportunity. towecolle&; os 
attend to that ſenſe of it the ſecond 
or third time, which by reaſon of 
the narrowneſs, or diſtraftion of. 
our minds, or the vaſt ſenſineſs of 
the Prayer it ſelf, we were not able. 
to mind ſufficiently. the firſt time 
that it was read, 

Indeed I very much: approve of, 
and commend this Order of our 
Church, ia requiring that the. Peo- 
ple ſhall with their own mouths Re-. 
peat 
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peat the Confeſſion, Lord's Prayer, 
Pſalms, Hymns, and other Reſponſes. 
For by this the People are taught, 
that they are as much concerned 1n 
the Service of God, as the Prieſt, 
and ovgit to beara partinit, The 
People's being required to anſwer 
ſometimes, awakens and quickens 
their Attention and Devotion, which 
eiſe would be afl:ep or remiſs, and 
by their thus frequently joining 1n 
ſuil ſentences, and by laying Amer 
at the end of every Prayer,they not 
only hear how the Prieſt prays to 
God, but make every Prayer, and 
Praiſe their own a@t and deed, are 
active in the Service of God, keep 
up. a Senſe'of God and Religion 
more in their own minds, and fo 
may hope to- have a Bleſſing from 
God accordingly. But 1a reading 
the Pſalms, or other Hymns alter- 
nately, I not only mind what I read 
my ſelf, but as much what the Prieſt 
readeth, and apply it all to my ſelf, 
and our own Caſes,with ſuch a tem- 


per 
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per of mind as becomes a Chri- 
ltian, 

Indeed I am very glad that the- 
Pſalms are ſo much uſed, and fo con- 
ſkantly in our Liturgy, not only by 
reaſon of our Conformity herein: 
with the ancient People of God, 
the Fews, and the ancient Church 
of Chriſt 1n the firſt Ages, but alſo 
ſor the ſenſineſs and devotion of 
the' Pſalms in general, which may 
be eaſily and properly applied to 
our ſelves, and to our caſes, if we 
by Zion, Jeruſalem, &c. underſtand- 
our own Church and Nation, turn- 
ing ſometimes a Prayer intoa De- 
nunciation, and an Afﬀertion into a 
Prayer, as there will be occaſion, 
and which will be very natural and 
eaſie for a truly devoutly diſpoſed 
mind to do; as every one may ſee, 
that will but read and uſe Doctor 
Patrick's excellent Paraphraſe on 
the Book of Pſalms. But eſpecially 
I admire the Book of Pſalms, for 
all the Thankſoivings, and Praiſes 

| to 


86: Of the Servite of Gad 
to God init, that make up the big- 
ger part of that moſt excellent 
Book ;. Thanks and Praiſe being 
doubtleſs the moſt acceptable part. 
of Divine ſeryice, they. being what 
we 'offer. to God for his ſake, not 
aur own, they arguing. the moſt. 
elevated, and well diſpoſed mind, 
Eor the moſt ſelfiſh man will pray 
ſometimes, and beg a bean, but 
pride, ſiubbornneſs, or ingratitude 
will not fuffer him to Praiſe, or 
Thank his Benefactor. And yet the 
higheſt of-the. Praiſes, and Thanks- 
that we can give, are both ſtritly 
due from us to God, and are all the 
Returns that we properly can make- 
him for all the innumerable Mercies- 
we receive from him. 

When the Leſſons are read, 1. 
compoſe my ſelf with all the atten- 
tion and reſpeCt- imaginable,” as to. 
the word and meſlage of God him- 
ſelf ro me, and cannot but admire. 
at, and pity thofe Men that ſeem - 
mighty attentive at, and place much 
Relt. 
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Religion in hearing a Sermon, and 
yet are perfectly careleſs at, and 
ſeem almoſt to deſpiſe the Reading 
of -the Scripture; ſeeing whatever 
Authority or <xcellency any Ser- 
mon hath, is derived from theſe 
Scriptures; and that the very beſt 
Sermons mult be judged of, and ex- 
amined by the Scripture, and are to 
be condemned, if they -be not con- 
ſonant to it. -And tho? I-know the 
Scripture very well already, and 
know beforehand what will be read, 
yet I am never the leſs attentive, 
For by exact attention it very often 
falls out, that I obſerve ſomewhat 
from the Scripture, which 1 had not 
obſerved before ; at leaſt I have my 
old notions revived,and asfromGod 
farther.impreſſed on me. Andalſo 
by coming-to hear the ſame things 
read which I-knew before, 1 encou- 
rage the more Ignorant to come, 
and countenance the Publick Ser- 
vice, as well as do an AQ of Ho- 
mage, and worſhip to God, Thus: 
ore 
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fore I expect not new things to be 
taught me generally , either out of 
the Scripture, or in Sermons, but 
*'by conſtantly having the ſame great 
-truths-urged to me, I have a more 
exact and uniform Notion of Reli- 
gion imprinted on me, and my mind 
is more inclined, and worn into a 
ſuitable compoſure. 

The Hymns between, and a'ter 
*the Leſſons, 1 join in, as I do in the 
*Pſalms, they being all Praiſes of 
God, either for the coming of Chriſt 
into the World, and being made 
known to us, when ſo many of the 
great Men of the World, both for. 
merly,and now, have been ignorant 
-of him, as in the Magnificat, Bene- 
ditus, and Nunc dimittis;, or elſe to 
Praiſe God for that, and all other 
his Mercies in the Te Denm, and o- 
ther Hymns. And ſurely no Magn 
can grudge ſuch a piece of ſervice 
now, who hopes that it will be 
his buſineſs, and happineſs todo the 
like to all Eternity. 

With 


we oe Oy” SNP IY PNG" 


* i» Publick, © V9 
With the ſame Devotion do [1 
ſtand up, and rehearſe the Creed 
with 'the Prieſt, to evidence my 
Continnance in the Faith of Chriſt, 
of which that is an Epitome: ''Be- 
ſides that to profeſs my Pelicf in 
God, and of- what he hath taught, 
Is a very acceptable piece of ſer- 
vice; | honour God by it, and make 
my ſelf more -religiouſly afﬀected : 
So that every command of Religion 
will have a better cffe& on me; For 
the force of every Command de- 
pends 0n the truth of the Creed,and 
is enhanced, as to me, by a ſerious 
refletion' on my Creed. 
+ .. And then with the Congregation 
I kneel down alſo, and in all things 
demean my ſelf, as the Order of the 
Church requires, and as the reſt of 
the Congregation doth ; ' the Po- 
fture being in our Charch always 
very propetly ſuited to the occaſion. 
And by my but obſerving the'rules 
of the Church in theſe caſes, I ex- 
erciſe two-Vertues-at once, I ſhew 
*MY 
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- my Peaceableneſs, as well as my 
Devotion. 
And accordingly at Prayer: I ne- 
wer. ſit, but kee/, that being the 
Jowlieſt poſture, eſpecially in theſe 
Countries, and I cannot carry my 
ſelf too lowly when I ſpeak to the 
great Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, 
and that not only for others, for 
our Church and Nation, but for 
any ſelf alſo, and for my own Eter- 
nal Salvation. 
And though in all the prayers it 
is not required, nor ſuffer'd that 1 
repeat them aloud, with, or after 
the Prieſt, as in the Confeſſion and 
Lord's Prayer, yet I fail not to go 
along with him in my mind,and ge- 
nerally alſo to prevent the diltra- 
. tion of my thoughts, and to faſten 
and ſecure my attention, I even 
Ipeak the words with my lips, yet 
0a$ not to be heard, for that would 
breed diſturbance in the Church, 
which I always take care religiouſly 
to prevent. And £0 be ſure I am 
ready 
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rectly always, -atthe end-to-anſwer, 
Amen, audibly; for'l thereby keep 
my. attention: more awake by an- 
{wering ſo: often; . and ſhew 4 join 
in all. the, Prayer fliztwent deſbre; 
and; make;1t my own; | 
:': Whenany of the Prayers are read; 
I think it not enough for me to ſay 


my dwn'Prevate Prayers, as they are: 
taught ta do in- the Church of Rom, 
bus-takt care 'to: mind;, and Pray 
carneftly;for what'the Prayer: defis - 


reth ; our ſervice being for This end 
10'our own. Language, that _ 
Man may underſtand, and join with 
the Prieſt, Ai. Imuft-not think 
Chat his: Praying fog xe or my: be+ 
og preſent; will ſuffice mep or: do 
me. good, unleſs I alſo really with 
him Pray for my ſelfand others. 

And what is here ſaid of Pablick 
Prayers for others, extends alſo-ts 
Thanksqivings | either for genetal 
Bleſlings, or-for particular Mercies 
to particular perſons commemora- 
ted, as toWomten when Churched, of 
þ 30 | E Perſon: 
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Perſons recover” d from ſickneſs, &c. 
For the ſame Charity that makes 
me fo far to make others concerns. 
my-0wn, as to Pray for their good, 
will: oblige-me alſo to give Thanks 
to the God of all mercies, for all 
the Bleſſings and Benefits he hath 
beſtowed: on them. 

As I omit no opportunity of go- 
ing to Church, fo nor of receiving 
the Sacrament 3: and ' yet I always 
take moſt religious care to/prepare 
my ſelt before I come to it. For 
the frequent Celebration of this 
Holy Office, 'is what the Church of 
Chriſt .always practiſed , and our 
Church expects; And a conſtant uſe 
of it, and of preparation in order 
fo it, I look on as a moſt prudent, 
if not. neceſſary means, to coun» 
terballance the conſtant ſollicitati- 
Ons and temptations of Life, And 
by ſuch a conſtancy I both honour, 
and obey God, and keep my own 
Devotion warm, and by the bleſ- 
{ing of God, ſhall make gs 
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Goodneſs even cuſtomary and ha- 
bitual to me, which is the greateſt 
Bleſſing ſurely of which we are ca- 
pable in this Life. I look on it in» 
deed as the moſt holy Office of 
our Religion, and therefore of all 
things in this life dread being Ex- 
communicated, or debarred from 
coming to it ; Excommunication, 
when it proceeds on juſt grounds, 
being, as Tereulian calls it, an car- 
neſt or foretaſt of the laſl Fudoment 
and Condemnation there; and there- 
fore [_ take care neither by Herefee, 
Schiſm, Prof aneneſs, nor yet by any 
contempt of Authority, or of the Ec- 
clefiaſtical Courts, to have it pro- 
nquaced againſt me; for to ſay no 
more, 1 think no wiſe man wonld 
willingly come under the ſuſpicion 
of ſo great, and intolerable an evil, 
or have it on any account inflicted 
on him. | 
But tho? 1 look thus on-the Sa- 
-crament as the moſt holy Office of 
our Religion, -as a holy _ 
: W 
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.. Chriſt hath left to be remem« 
bred by, as it were to ſupply, and 
to. make up the loſs of his Bodily 
Preſence, and: to the due receiving 
of which Chriſt hath promiſed un- 
valuable Bleſſings , it being called 
by the name. of his Body and Bloud, 
yet ſtill I know it. is but Bread and 
Wine, that there is no Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, .the-yery Body of Chriſt that 
Hupgofi the Croſs-beipg in heaven 
and not here, i being. againſt the 
truth of Chriſt's natural Body, that 
it. ſhould: be. in more places than 
one at the ſame time. And gn this 
account I worſhip not the Sacra» 
Freak, or what ZPPears to my Eyes, 

t God and Chriſtin my mind: As 
I reckon not the Celebratian af -the 
Sacrament to be at all a Propitiatory 
Sacrifice , my hopes being only in 
'the merits of that Sacrifice of Chriſt 
on the Croſs, which was once of- 
tered., as. St. Paul fays, to take 


away our ſi ns,of whick-this is only a 
Fammemoratien. 


l 
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I am conſtant alſo at all Sermons 
in my own Pariſh, and when I can 
conveniently, often at Sermons in 
other neighbouring Churches, when 
we have none in our own, and hope 
to receive good by them; they be- 
ing part of the .ordinary ' Means 
which God hath appointed for my 
Inſtruction, and therefore am very 
Attentive as to the-Explication of 
that Word of God, by obeying of 
which I hope to be ſaved; But yet 
I never ſuffer the Sermon, or my 
Love to it, to:juftie out,: or under- 
value the Prayers , or the= Sierws 
ment , theſe being- more pt 
the Service of God, and 'Atts of 
Devotion, than that. For Prayers, 
and Praiſes, and the. Sacrament; 
are directed to God; - hwyea:dicect 
relation' to him 3 'but Sermons are 
eſpecially in reference to 'my ſelf, 
and for my own Information;:and 
therefore muſt yield to the other; 
as the Means are leſs noble than the 
End. Beſides alſo, the _— 
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being read have more Authority 
than a Sermon, and are more ne- 
ceſfary, and ſhould be minded ac- 
cordingly. And it is the ſame 
thing to-me, whether the Parſon 
read his Sermon, or Preach with- 
- out reading. Although 'I muſt 
needs ſay, there is hardly any one 
man in the world but will ſpeak 
better, and more uſeful ſenſe pre- 
meditately , than ex tempore , and 
tho? he that ſpeaks ex tempore may 
fpeak- with more heat, yet be that 
writes: down: what he ſays, is like 
to ſpeak with more Conliſtency ; 
and if we look on a Sermon to be 
any way in reference to God, ſure- 
ly it ought to be as Senſy and Con- 
ſiſtent as we can frame it. And | 
reckon that every man that may 
be exceeding uſeſnl in the Church, 
hath not the ſame Preſence'of mind, 
fluency of Expreſſions, or:grace of 
Delivery that another''man' bath ; 
and there is ſcarcely any man but 
will ſpeak, not only with more Con- 
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fiſtency and weight, but alſo: will 
| be guilty of leſs Impertinencies 
| and Improprieties , if 'he' write 
| down his Sermons, than if he do- 
= not: and 1 am taught to mind al- 
ways the Senſe of a Sermon, more 
than/'the Noiſe and Tore with 
which it is ſpoken, and 1 deſire ra- 
ther tohave my Reaſon convinced. 
and Judgment informed , than my 
Paſſions and AﬀeCtions raiſed by 
the .moſt Eloquent and Patheticalt | 
F m——__ /m, 1 am- faugit: tl - 
abſolute 'neceſlity of it , I it : 
can be had, we being by it admitted 
into the number of Chriſt's Diſ- 
ciples, made part of his Body, and: 
| have a ſhare 1a all the Prayers for 
and Bleſſings to his Church. - And: 
*” therefore*l take a moſt religious 
care that my Children be Baptized 
| as ſoon: as conveniently they can. 
But I bring them to-Church, and 
—» ſuffer them not to: be ' Baptized at: 
| home, unleſs in caſe of utmoſt ex-- 
T E. 4+ tremity, 
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tremity.. For as I think that Pub- 
lick Service ovght to'be preferred 
before Private, fo I think there is 
no Office, or part of Religious Ser- 
vice that more neceſſarily requires 
to be Publick, than'this of Baptiſm, 
the. Child being by it ſolemnly. ad- 
mitted. into the Church of: Chriſt; 
of which the whole Congregation 
are to be witnefſes, and all. their 
Prayers being deſired in behalf of 
_ Him, And when any one-1s Bapte- 
zed, 1 both put my ſelf in:mind:of 
my. own-Duty; as: Chriſtian; ' and 


examine my ſelf how 1 have kept 


my Vow of Baptiſm ; and how care- 
fully I -have performed my Promiſe. 
and:Nuty toward thoſe Children in 
whoſe: name 1: have anſwered as 


Godfather; and alſo devoitly and: 


heartily: (as the Church teacheth) 
pray / that this Child may have 
Grace'to live ſome way agreeable 
to this holy Religion,” into which 
he &:now admitted, 1 


+ 
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I am glad alſo to aſliſtat the Ca- 
rechizing of Children, and _think- ir 
- no time-loſt»to chave the Fundameny 
tals of our :Religion repeated: over 
in the Catechiſm, For it is by them 
that I, as well as the Children,-can . 
be ſaved. - And.l.think it a mighty 
advantage to.have. the. whole ſumm, 
and ſubſtance, nor. of one:Text of 
Scripture, or of one, point,* but -of 
all Scripture, and of whole Chrt- 
ſtianity delivered at once; as it is. in 
the Catechiſm. And it will natural- 
ly. put. ſever}: things.into my-mind, 
which <cither I did nat: mind beforgy 
or:-had;forgot./: And-ſo 1 ſhall alfs 
benefit- my. ſelf as well as counte- 
nance»Religion , and the Publick 
Service, and encourage the Chit 

dren, and do them good: DE eff Bu 
l omit not to bring my own Chil- 
dren; or ;Gad children, as foon as 
they are about -1.1-0r:12 years old, 
to be:Confirmed by the Biſhop (ha- 
ving firſt taught. them-their -Cate--. 
chiſm, and the deſign of Confirma- 
p + MY tion) 
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tion) For by ſo doing, I obey the 
Church, ſhew my own Religious 
care, make ſome good impreſſions 
on the Childrens' minds as to Reli- 
gion, and put them in mind of their 
Vow of Baptiſm, and the neceſlity 
of their performing it, and I hope 
] get further a great deal of good for 
the Child, - For the Prayers of one 
good man for another are very avail- 
able; and therefore, much more 
thoſe of Perſons ſo highly Commif- 
fionated by God as our Biſhops are, 
who not only Pray for, but alſo are 
empowered to Blſs in God's name. 
And I have much Reaſon to hope 
that God will hearken to them, and 
grant what they Pray for, and make 
$00d, and fulfil what by their Bleſ- 

g us in God's name, they give us 
gronnd to hope for. 

When the Bans are publiſhed in 
the Church,: or people are Married, 
Iamfo far from making it a matter 
of ſport, as many do, that it ſtirs 
me up to pray for a Bleſſing _ 
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God on them; andiit at the ſame 
time puts me in mind of my own- 
Vow and Promiſe in Marriage, how-- 
I have performed it; and 1 make it 
alſo an occaſion of a freſh'engage- 
ment in my ſelf to keep it ſtrictly. 
For tho''l look not on Matrimony: 
as a Sacrament, yet 1 look on it as 
the moſt ſolemn- Engagement a- 
mong men, and Sacred, -as being a 
Vow made before God, and wit- 
neſfed to before men, and in a caſe 
of the greateſt moment in this Life: 
and therefore in all reſpects a pro- 
per occaſion for ſeriouſneſs and de- 
votion. 

When the Sick are mentioned in- 
$he Church to be Prayed for, I Pray 
for them heartily (as I would 0. 
thers ſhould pray for me if 1 were 
in the like caſe) not abſolutely that 
they ſhould Recover , . but if it: be 
God's will, and if it will be moſt 
for God's Glory, and for their 
Good z that God will give them 
Patience and Thankfulneſs, @— 
make 
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make both their Sickneſs, and Death 
it ſelf, when ever-it ſhall happen, a. 
real Bieſling to them, Fires 
\ And I make uſe of theſe Prayers 
for- the.Sick,, to be inſtances to my 
ſelf. of . my. own Mortality , and 
Arguments with-my ſelf to-Prepare 
far Death, which Iknow is appain- 
ted: for: all men. - And hence I go 
 to-Y3/it the Sick-that are of my Ac- 
' quaintance,; both to Comfort them, 
- and give them good Adyice, and 
: alſo ts work-upon my (cif; and I 
, apply. to' my felf what I ſay, or l 
hear others to ſay, to them, con- 
cerning their Sickneſs and Death 
and eſpecially when I am Sick-I-ſend 
for the Parſon of my Pariſh to aſſiſt 
me, and counſel me, to Pray for 
me, -and- Guide me, and to put me 
in mind -of ſeveral things in. order 
to my departure hence, 'which -elſe 
I ſhould forget. For always people 
need-moſt advice in their own cafes, 
eſpecially when of ſo great Impor- #® 
tance; for they are too apt to: be 
; partial, 
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partial, and fayourable to them- 
ſelyes. And hencel make no ſcruple 
to. Confels, if not the Particulari. 
ties, yet the general: nature of my 
Sins, eſpecially thoſe of the deep- 
elt dye, and that lye hardeſt on 
my Conſcience. For if I be in car. 
neſt to have ſuch {inspardon'd, Re- 
ligious Prudence wzll oblige. me to 
take all- poſſible care,, that I- may 
throvghly underſtand the ſtate in 
which I am, and the danger of, my 
Condition and my. ſureſt method 
in order to a Pardon and. Cure ; 
and all this I may beſt hope for from 
Gad's Miniſter , who: both . loves 
me, and is moſt likely . to. judge 
moſt unprejudicedly of me, , hath a 
particular congern-in.,me, and. for 
me, and is by God impower'd, and 
enabled to.aſlilt and belp me. Fox 
theſe and the like reaſons, I think 
it not ſufficient to þe prayed for in 


'the Church when I am Sick, but A 


dclire frequently to be Yiſited, and 
not only: $0. Examine my f{61f, bub 
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alſo to ſubmit'to another's Exami- 
nation and Direction, but ſtill am 
ſenſible that it is my own repenting: 
- that is required in'order to the par- 
don of my fins, elſe his Abſolution 
will ighifie nothing. 


"And all theſe parts of Religions 
Service 1 am fo far from ſlighting 
or undervaluing , becauſe they are 
preſcribed, and we commanded to 
uſe theſe words, and no other, that 
I like them much the better. For 
as far as I cart find, fince Miracles 
ceaſed, there always was a Form of 
Prayer and Service preſcribed, and 
it-never was left to every Clergy- 
man to ſay what Prayers, and uſe 
what Form of Service he pleaſed; 
much leſs was an extempore Prayer 
to God in Publick ever approved'ofe 
For beſides the Indecency that will 
often be committed in Extemporary 
Prayers (which ſurely ought to be 

vented if we can, when we ad- 
dreſs our ſelves tothe Infinite Maje- 
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ſty of Heaven and Earth''in behalf 
of his Church, as well as 'on the 
concerns of our own Souls) lt ſpeaks 
refpeCt to. God, when we 'take all 
poſlible Care, that nothing but what 
13 well weigh'd be offered to him. 
' A preſcribed Form alſo is the only 
way to keep up Uniformity am 

our ſelves, - And ſeeing whatever 
fit for us to ask in Publick, is known 
ſufficiently, why ſhould not the Ex- 
preſſions to bo uſed on ſuch occaſi- 
ons be. defined alſo? If the matter 
be 'known , why fhauld not the 
words ? Beſides that, itis an cafe 
to my mind, when I know before 
hand what'I am to joyn' in: And1 
confeſs there-are very few Men, 
with whoſe ' extempore Prayers I 
would willingly joyn. In extempore 
Prayers alfo it is too often found, 
that he. that Prays, will often more 
expreſs and vent his own -private 
thoughts, and paffions, than thede- 
fires, and wants of his gati- 
on, and the Church; all which are 
things 
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things utterly to be avoided 1n all 

Religious offices. 
And ſeeing a Preſcribed Form in 
general, is -on many Accounts thus 
expedient, -orineceſſary in Publick : 
I think nothing can be objected a- 
gainſt ow Liturgy, either for the 
. matter, Or for the' Frame, and Com- 
poſure,of-it. For It is, for its, matter, 
exactly agreeable to Scripture, and 
the Genius of our Religion ; no- 
thing pray'd for, or done, but what 
(as far as we can learn of: his will 
by Scripture) is acceptable to that 
great God: whom alone we ſerye, 
and pray to: And for the Compoſure 
of our Liturgy, it isin every thing 
ſuch, as Publick devotions. ought 
to be, and ſo __ after the an- 
cient- pattern, fitted with 'Reſpon- 
ſes, Hymns,Prayers, Thanksgivings, 
Scriptures. read, Sermons-preach'd, 
Sacraments .adminiſtred;”and all o- 
ther Occaſional Religious . Offices 
performed, that I cannot but ad- 
HP e” 
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der and.aſtoniſhment, that any per-- 
ſons ſhould really either diſlike, or 
flight it. 

But I will not now ſtay to vindi- 
cate the ſeveral parts of it, from 
the Objections brought againſt it, 
but refer-all Men to what the Judi- 
cious Mr, Hooker hath written on 
this , Subject, 41n his Eccleſiaſtical 
Polty. | 

And though our Church hath not 
defined-exactly,and commanded po-- 
ſitively what ſhall be"done by eyery' 
particular 'Man on either the Feaſt; 
or Faſt-days, : yet ſeeing ſhe hath ſet: 
apart ſuch days for thoſe purpoſes, 1 
think my ſelf bound to have a parti- 
cular reſpe&t to them. - -14% -* 

And- accordingly I m#ke-uſe of 
the Feaft-days; not only in-joyning: 
with the Congregation in the Pray-' 
ers appointed for that'day, but alſo 
in thanking God in private for all 
Mercies , and- particularly for the 
mercy commemorated, in ſerving 
God more that day than — 
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and  endeavouring particularly by 
my Charity to do mare good, and 
by a prudent demeanour of my ſelf 
to encourage both Thankfulneſs in 
my ſelf, Friendſhip in the World, 
and Piety towards God, 

The Faſt-days alſo I reſpect with 
ſome kind of denial of my ſelf, as 
to my uſual, and lawfnl liberty in 
Meat, and Drink; and this without 
affeftation, or making a noiſe, or 
placing Religion in the kind. of 
meat 4 drink, IS <oey' bee 
10g-.in Scriptuce preſcribed, ]-cag-- 
not think it -an improper method: 
for the ſubduing of Sin in us. And 
ſeeing it is neceſſary , and ſuppoſed 
in Scripture, that we Faſt ſome- 
times,all Reaſon and Peaceableneſs, 
as well as Obedience will eaſily de- 
termine me to that time which the 
Church ſhall appoint, But ſtill1 take 
care that my Fafting neither put me 
out of humour, nor make me to be 
peeviſh, or conceited in-my ſeif; nor 
cenſure other meg, leſt! 1 make my. 

bi good- 


. "jw Publith  wog 
good to: be evil.ſpoken of, and fo 


_ boſethe benefit of it. 


In ſhort, I am ſtritly Regular ac. 
cording to the Rules of the Liturgy, 
and Command of the Church of 
Exgland in her Canons, and I wiſh 
all 'men were even as I, and pity 
them that are not, and pray'to 
God that they that are: otherwiſe 
minded, may be convinced; and-ſce 
their Errour, I thank God who 
hath given me ſo good. an under- 
ſtanding in my duty, and hope by 
my incſs and good temper to 
w— with others. But yet l for. 

judging or condemning all that 
do not exactly as I do, or that agree 
not with me in all theſe thin 
which though they are not Funda- 
mentals, yet are ſuch things as on 
which the flouriſhing of Religion, 
and the peace of the Church do ve- 
ry much depend. For 1 confider 
ſome great prejudices may* lie on 
their minds which may in time be 
removed, that they may be in ſome 
InVQ- 
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involuntary miſtakes which may be 
correfted; and-as I have an oppor- 
tunity, and as becomes the nature 
of my place in the world, L will en- 
deavour to correct. But ſtill I do 
not ſo much attend to other Mens 
ſcruples, as to be by them deterred 
from.my own duty ;- for our holy 
Religion profeſſed in this: Church, 
teacheth me to take care of my own 
PraCtice, but not raſhly to condemn 
other men,  For.1 can make more 
excuſes. for others, than I can for 


gay ſelf; and for me to be wanting 


in any-part.of Service, or Ceremo- 
ny, I may: juſtly think may be a 
greater.fault, than for others, who 
perhaps know not,: or mind not ſo 
much the Reaſon, and Conſequence 
of: being ſtrictly regular. At leaſt 
I am ſure that theic beiog guilty of 
a fault, will not excuſe me, if 1 at 
the ſame, and every Man ſhall ſtand 
or fall to his own Maſter. And 1 am 
fure it more becomes an humble and 
private Chriſtian to look after his 
own 


| 


g- 
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own. Actions, than' to be ſharp in 
ſpying out, -or ſevere in cenſuring 
the Carriage of others. | 


ma. 


CHAP. V. 
Of Acdditions to the Faith. 


Reckon the Dodtrine taught 
and profeſſed in this Church, 
and the Way and. Method of Dt 
vine Service here-uſed and prafti- 
ſed, -to,be ſufficient to Salvation ; 
and that -as there is nothing Com- 
manded that is unlawful, or ſuper- 
fluous, (the 'Romaniſts themſelves 
condemnirg notbing that we teach 
as neceſſary, but owning it all to be 
fitand good ;) ſoalſo I think there 
is nothing wanting, or- deficient, 
that there is no neceſſary or- uſeful 
Article of Faith that-is not in this 
Pre” Church 
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Church expreſly owned, no Duty 
towards God, or Man, that is not 
according to the Rules of this 
Church taught, and practiſed. And 
therefore whatever is further urg'd, 
as neceſſary to Salvation, or is re- 
quired of me 4n order to Church- 
Communion, *'I cannot "but think 
either. falſe, or unneceſſary. _ And 
on. this. ground\Þ. muſt difown'the 
belief of the Infallibility of the Bi- 
fhop or Church of Rowe, or ſubje- 
Cion to them, to be neceſſary in 
order to Church-Communion or 
Salvation: Though the Romaniſts 
preſs this as the firſt thing neceſla- 
ry. For as to the Pope's Infallibi- 
lity, I cannot think that the good 
and wiſe God' ſhould either have 
appoitited any one Man, or any ſet 
number of men, as an Infallible 
Judge, and Interpreter of his will, 
ro whom we muſt attend, and obey, 
teſigning up our Judgment and rea- 
ſon, and yet never tell us where this 
man, or number of men is to be 
found ; 


rorhe' Faith, 1's 
found z whereas ſurely this ought 
to have been of all things the moſt 
plainly, and frequently urged''in 
Scripture ; -It ought to'-have been 
as viſible: there, as that God #55 'One, 
of as that Feſns is Chriſt. Nay in- 
. deed ' methinks Scripture ſhould 
have told us nothing elſe, but where 
to find this Infallible Judge, and 
how: to--obey-him. For all'other 
Precepts and Rules of Scripture, 
muſt certainly: be ſome derogation 
| tothe Power and Anthority of this 
" - And ſeeing this Infallibility can- 
not be made out, nor ſhewn in 
whom it doth reſide (for even they 
of the'Roman Communion cannot a- 
gree' where .to place it: and all 
other Chriſtians utterly diſown it) 
How can it be a neceſſary Point in 
order to Salvation to fubmit to the 
Biſhop of Rome, or receive, and pra- 
Kiſe whatever he tells us we ought 
to receive, and practiſe? For he 
* may be miſtaken, as well as other 
| menz 
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men. AndI think it is yery evi- 
dent, that unleſs it be on account of 
his Infallibility, we in Ergland-owe 
him no more obedience, .or ſervice, 
than we owe to,any other-good and 
Chriſtian Biſhop: Nor do-we owe * 
him ſo much reſpec; as :we owe-to 
our own Biſhop for; it Is Certain 
that we belong:no$to his 'Tempo- 
ral, .nor to his Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 
diction. 2 35 2:10 boo 20g, 
-. And till they of the: Church of 
Rome , frag their -own+ Example 
ſhew us which is thisInfallible Judg, 
and whatzfe he isof, by putting an 
end to their own Diviſhons, and 
Controverſies, I'ſhall certainly con- 
cludetbat they do not believe them- 
ſelves when they ſay, He is ſome- 
where-among;them. - Or atleaſt, if 
he. be among them:, he had as gobl 
not have been there, foe he is of no 
uſe or benefit to them £5. much leſs 
can we. believe it neceſſary to Sak 
vation to own his Authority and 
Iafallibility. Particularly let _ 
make 
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make the Council of Trent to be 
fully received in France,and its Au- 
thority own'e there ( and yet if an 
Infallible Judge- ever precended to 
appear.among them, it was in that 
Council which made a new Creed, 
and new Religion : ) But we know 
the Authority of that Council is ut- 
terly diſown*d in France, and n&- 
thing approved. of' as decreed. by: . 
that Council. Let'them, by the 
help of this Infallibility, end, .nd 
decide all the great. and dividing 
Queſtions among -their own Mem- 
bers; Let them reſolye,and ſatisfie 
the Quietiſts now at "Rome it ſelf, 
Determine the Diſputes between, 
d Reconcile the Jeſuits and Jan- 
ſeniſts ; we ſhall not elſe think it is. 
out.of love tous, or to Truth, that 
they'tel} us of this Infallibility, but 
for ſome other, and bad Deſigns on 
us, [at leaſt I'cannot ſee how they 
can expect that we ſhould own and 
acknowledge it. For if they really 
had ſuch an excellent thing among 
| F them, 
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. them, I do believe that they love 
.. themſelves ſo well, that they would 
' apply it to the Cure: of their own 
miſerable Diſſentions and Diviſi- 
"ons ; and they will never perſwade 
vs they have it, till they firſt of all 
uſe it thus towards themſelves. 

And if it be not on pretence of 
Infallibility, that they reckon it 
;neceſlary for us to be in Communi- 
on with the Biſhop of Rome, I can- 
not ſee how they can on any other 
iaccount plead: it neceſſary that we 
ſhould be ſubje& to him. For I can» 
not think it poſſible that God ſhould 
- make obedience to any humane 
thing, to be the firſt thing neceſla- 
Ty in order to Heaven, eſpecially 
a humane Authority diſtio&t from 

that.Regal Authority, under which 
J-was born,and to which-E owe 'Sub- 
.jetiongaccording to both St. Peter's 
and St.Pau!'s Command 3 \mnch lefs 
| thatall the world ſhould be ſubject 
to one man, and much leſs. yet that 
this ſhould be, and yet God Al- 
c mighty 
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mighty never tel] us -in Scripture 
where - this Univerſal Monarch 
ſhould reſide. And yet they may 
talk what they will, it is not our 
Believing agreeably to true Chri- 
ſtianity, and for the ſaving of our 
Souls, that they would have us ſub» 
mit tothem, and own their 1nfal- 
libility;, it is not out of love to 
Truth, or to us, 'that they at all 
deſire 'our Converſion, as they call 
it, but it is for the love of our mo» 
ney, and that they may domineer 
the more over ' our Eftates, and 
Purſes, 2s well as our Conſciences, 
And hence it is that the Conver- 
ſion of England is at this day fo 
little regarded -and Promoted at 
Rome. For the Pope and Cardinals 
are old men; and they ſay, that we 
being very obftinate, there is tv 
hopes that-any good ſhould be done 
with us in their days; and if eyer 
we'ſhould be Converted, we ſhould 
bring no money to'them, we fhall 
not be fleceed in their times; and 
10 F 2 they 
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they are not .mach concern'd for 
thoſe that will ceme after them. 
.They may ſpend money on us, to 
ſend, and maintain-men to Con- 
vert- us, . but they ſhall receive no 
money from us. Thus they argue, 
and talk freely at Rome. And this 
Is one, if ' not the... main Reaſon, 
that the Pope and Cardinals are ſo 
backward, to, preſs our Conver- 
ſion, eſpecially when they conſider 
at the ſame time, that the men 
chiefly emiployed in our Converſion, 
are Jeſuites, of whom even the 
Pope, and all the wiſe-/:«l:ans, are 
both afraid, and aſhamed. - Nay 
indeed, they wonder at us, of all 
men.in the World, that we ſhould 
at all think of embracing that Re- 
ligion, which they that know it 
beſt, and-get moſt money by, are 
weary of, and (going to throw off; 
almoſt all the Learned and Ingeni- 
ous-Komans, that care for any Re- 
Jigzon, , being _Quzetifts, . and. con- 
Jequently no Admiromeof; theexer- 
cite 


i 


ciſe of Religion according to pre- 
ſent” Popery. "Thus the Wiſe 7ta- 
lians think and'-argne; and 'yer 
ſarely if there-be 7nfallibility in the 
Romiſh Church, ic is among them, 
and they are neareſt toirt. Andif 
any here plead (as ſome I know 
have the impudence to do) that 
there are no Diviſions at Rome con- 
cerning Onietiſm,they may as ſoon 
perſwade that they are all Yirtuous' 
there, that there is no Yice, or that 
the Pope neither is, nor ever was 
there; and I will undertake to de- 
fend all this too as well'as Tranſub- 
ftantiation, And-if there Mappen 


ſuch another Pope to ſacceed this. 


Pope in his Enmity againſt *the Je- 
ſuits, I ſee not why the Jeſuits may 
not perſwade the World that the 


trae Pope is not at Rome, ' but at 


Pars, or where they pleaſe. For 


Part is as often called the Seat of. 


St. Peter, and the Infallible Chair, 
as Rome is called fo in the New Te- 
ſtament; and1 believe it is as evi- 


F;3. _ ak 
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dent from - Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 


that St. Peter Tate 25 years Biſhop 


if one City, as in. the other. 

And as thus 1 cannot believe el- 
ther the Infallibility of the Biſhop 
of Rome to be true, or ſubjeCtion to 
him to- be neceſſary to Salvation ; 

So nor.can I think the other Addi- 
fions that he hath made. to the 
Creed, to be parts of true Chriſti- 
anity, much leſs to be neceſſary to 
be believed, 

_ All the Contradiftions that, a 
MAN Can reckS3 vp, perhaps, may 
be 8s Reconcileable,as the doctrine 
of Trgnſubſt antiation, And the 
Chriſtian Religion being by our 
Saviour , nd the Apoſtles re- 
commendcd to our Reaſon, it 
is. not . poſſible but they muſt 
give.,us leave .to make uſe of 
our; Reaſon in, judging of the -ſe- 
veral parts of this Religion. For, 
tho? where we Contemplate on 
any.thing that entrencheth. on In- 
finity, we are ſenſible our Reaſon 
| is 
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is atalofs, and we ſubmit-to Re- 
velation without more ado ( for fo 
if we Contemplate-but onthe Ex» 
tenſion of the material World, whe- 
ther it be Infinite, orno ; or on the 
Diviſibility- of matter, whether it 
can be into Infinite parts or no; or 
of the Ante and Poſt duration of 
the World, or Time, whether it 
was poſlible for it to have a Begin- 
ning, or End, or no; whether there 
can be an Infinite Number, or no, 
&s.) In all theſe kinds of Queſti- 
ons, tho? only concerning Natural 
things, yet we muſt confeſs our Rea- 
fon tq,be puzled; and ſo what 
concerns the Attributes, and Na- 
ture of God, if there be any thing 
above out Reaſon taught us in Scri- 
pture,/ it is not the fault of Reli- 
gion, but of our own Minds, and 
their Incapacity, that we do not 
comprehend it ( 1t all concerns In- 
finity, which we are unable to com- 
prehend, or treat of; ) But that 
there ſhould- be ſach Difficulties, 
F- 4 and 
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and Contradictions in our Appre- 
henfions of a thing ſo entirely li- 
able to our Senſes, as a piece of 
Bread is, one would not ſuſpect. 
Indeed if the Church of Rome had 
told us, there are an infinite num- 
ber of parts of matter in that Bread, 
we might have yielded to them. 
But for them to tell us that there 
are an infinite number of Bodies of 
Men, and all fix foot long, ina 
piece of Bread of an Inch long, and 
all this infinite number of Bodies 
In this one lump, to be but one Bo- 
dy whilſt it is all together, and all 
theſe Millions of Bodies thag are on 
carth, to be not different from, but 
the ſame with one another, and 
with that One Glorified Body that 
is in Heaven; That at the' Conſe- 
cration, that Body. comes down 
from Heaven, tho? it ſtir not at all; 
T hat it is Eaten by every one that 
receives the Sacrament, and yet 
con:inues to be Eaten by thouſands 
of others ſtil] ; That it neither nou- 
fy riſheth 
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riſheth as fleſh, nor hath any pro- 
perty of Fleſh according to them- 
ſelves, for it may be eaten in Lene, 
that itis real fleſh, tho? no fleſh ap- 
pear, and that there is no Bread, 
tho? only Bread appear ; that when 
it is mouldy, or eaten by Rats and 

| .* Mice, that neither Bread nor Fleſh 

| 1s mouldy, or caten by theſe Rats ' 
and Mice : All theſe, and innume=- 
rable more Contradictions are con- - 
tained in this Doftrine of Tranſubs 

| ſantiation. Beſides that this Do- 

' Arine, as taught+in the Church: of - 

Rome, is contrary alſo to Scripture, 

which'calls it Bread when it: isea+ 

ten; 1 Cor. 11. Let a man examine - 

' bimfſelf,, and ſo let him eat of "that. « 

bread, and in many-other places. 


f But:now'if afcer all it- ſhould be - 
true, that Chriſt ſhould be in the 

Sacrament; as the. Papiſts imagine z, , 
yet our Reaſon, and Senſes fo fully 

informing ' us the contrary, arid *- 
our Saviour having no-where-bid ' 
FE "*, U&3 
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-vs lay aſide our Reaſon or Senſe in 
-this caſe, - but He bimfelf even af- 
'ter his RefurreQion appealing; to 
the. Reaſon and Senſe of St. Thos 
mas for the verity of his Fleſh 
and Bones, we may be ſure that 
he would excuſe our Unbelief 
when.we have ſo. many Arguments 
againſt it, and nothing for it, but 
ene ſingle expreſſion, which is'un- 
 doubtedly Figurative as to the Cup, 
For he calls it Cp, inſtead of Wine 
in the Cup; and we may juſtly 
think: iti.is. ſo Figurative as to the 
Bread, when he calis it his Body, 
For the Eaſtern Nations, and eſpe- 
cially, the Ferrs, very much uſe ſuch 
Figurative: Exprefſions; and: our 
Saviour elſewhere calls himfelf the 
true Vine, the Way, the' Door, 
which no man certainly ever-under- 
ood in; a literal ſenſe. But eſpe+ 
cially the Church of Rome ſo ſtritt- 
ty. requiring the higheſt Divine 
Honours to be paid-to that which 
appears under the. form ings" 
an 


| 
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and Wine, We are infinitely the 
moſt ſafe in paying it no Divine 


: Sonours, becaufe we have all the. 


eaſonin the” World'to believe, it 
is nothing but Bread 'and* Wine. 
And if ir ſhould be as the Papiſts 
ſuppoſe, we may be fare Chriſt 
would excuſe us, if we Worſhip - 
him, and'Pray to him as in' Heaven 
ſitting atthe right hand of God,. 
tho? we take no notice of him here, 
where, according to themſelves, he- 
appears but at beſt 7xcogniro, and * 
hath no 'whete commanded to be. 
Worſhipped as'Corporally' prefent . 
there : And God declares himſelf a 
jealous God as to his Worſhip; and- 
therefore if he ſhould not be therein - . 
Body, they cannot deny but :they 
commit flat Idolatry. And yetthe 
worſhipping of the Hoſt, as the 
call it, is . of all things' the. mof 
ftriftly enjoyn'd, and infiſted"on, 
as if there were no danger. at all 
of giving God*s'Glory to another; 
and provoking . his jealonkſie- And 
: yet: 
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yet according to the Papiſts them- 


{clves, the Elevation. of the Hoſt, 
and the Worſhipping of 4t by the 


people, hath .been bur. lately or-. 


dained in the Church of Rome it 
ſelf ; and it is not to this day pra- 
Ctiſed in all the Eaſtern Churches, 


and the. appointing a Feaſt: for, 
it, called the Feaſt of God, and the. 


Worſhipping...it,, when carried in, 
Procellion, -or. to a Sick perſon, is. 
of. a later date. . 

- For the ſame Reaſon alſa I am 
very. ſhy of uſing any mage in Di- 
vine Worſhip ; . For I cannot but 
think that. Images were forbidden 
the Fews in the Second Command- 
- ment, and. are forbidden us ſtill. 

And tho? the Church of Rome pre- 
tends, that they..are Aſſiſtances to 
Bevotion, Icannot but. think them 
to. be rather hindrances, and: di- 
ſtraftions. Avd that a man muſt 
be very ſenſual, and immerſed in 
matter, whom an Image will aſſiſt 
_ In. his Apprehenfions of God, X 

: make 


Y 
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make to be more deyoutly affeRted 
towards him. I am ſure they are, 
an inſufferable offence to both Fews 
and Turks, and make them ſo averſe 
to: Chriſtianity, that there is no. 
hopes of Converting them. And 
yet no man can '{ay that the Wor- 
ſhip of them is at all neceſſary, and. 
| all muſt grant they may be intole-- 
- rably abuſed , . as we find by the. 
Old Teſtament they were, and 
from- the practice of the Heathen, 
both of old, and ſtill. And tho? the 
| Learned men in the Church of Rome: 
may have better Notions of things, 
yet it is to be feared that the coms-, 
men. people do perform the ſame 
Worſhip to them, that the Hea- 
then did: to their Images. And if. 
the Image only puts people 1n mind 
of the Perſon.,, why ſhould the. I- 
mage of. the Virgin ary. at Lo- 
retto be more eſteemed, than any. 
other ?- For I cannot fancy it is more 
like the Virgin Mary, who certain- 
ly was-no Blackamore. Therefore 


by 
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by their running thus to one Image, 
rather than another, they muſt ne-- 
cefſarily think, that'there is ſpme” 
Holmeſs in the Images themfelyes, 
ſome Divine Vertue refident- in 
them, which is the notion, in which 
the Heathens looked on, and wor- 
ſhipped their Images : And God 
himfelf hath ſaid, He is a Fealozs 
Goa, eſpecially concerning Imayes, * 
tn the fecond Commandment,which 
the Church of Rome is ſo ſenſible of, 
that they ſuffer not their people to 
Read, or Learn that Command- 
ment, left they ſhould boggle at the 
worſhip of Images. 
Nor do I think much better of 
the Prayers which they make, and 
the worſhip they pay to Saints de- - 
parted, though thefe'are not Dead, 
and fenflefs, as the Images are. For 


fie very. praying. to. them at-af 
times; in alt places, and on all oc- 
cafions, argues that they muſt own 
ſome kind of Omniſcience,and Omni- 
preſence in the Saints. . For eKe how 
% can 
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| can the Saints hear us, where-ever 


we are? And all Religious Prayer 
being a part of Divine Honour, we 
think it too much to be aſcribed to 
a Creature, efpecially when they 
pray to a Saint, nat only to Pray for 
them, but to give them all Bleſſings, 
Spiritual, and Temporal, for Pro- 
teCtion from all Enemies, Ghoſtly, 


and Bodily, from all Evils at Sea, 
and Land : By fo doing they aſcribe 


a kind of Omniporency to the Saint. 
alſo. | | 
And tho? they do grant, that the 


Saint gets theſe good things for 


them of God, yet they are behol- 
den to the Saint, elſe they think, 
God would not haye given them. 
And therefore tho” they own God 
to be the original Author, yet they 
look on the Saint, as the immediate 
Donor, to whom they are immedi- 
ately, and eſpecially obliged: And 
after all this,they cannot but grant, 
that there is no neceſſity of praying - 
tea Saint. For they can-as "_ 
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the ſame time pray to God himſelf, 


-who, they are ſure, hears them, and 

can help them, and: who will.be.ſo 
far from taking ;it ill, that- he ex- 
peCts tobe pray'd to-by. us, and is 
called in the Scripture, the God that 
heareth Prayer. 

But tho' God.is: ſo willing tobe 
pray'd to by us, yet {till there are 
ſome Prayers,which I cannot think 
that he: is much pleaſed withall; 
And that is Prayers for the Dead, 
which are ſo conſtantly offered up, 
and make a.conſiderable part of the 
Devotions of-the Church of Reme. 
Fer whetever Inſtances-are fonnd-in 
the Primitive Church of Prayers 
for the Dead, were only-either E- 
vidences of their Belief of the Souls 
living . after ; Death, which they 
thought proper to Inculcate, and 
by this means to Evidence in a Hea- 
then World; or-elſe were: Argu- 
ments of-their own abundant Cha- 
rity, and of the Imperfect ſtate as 
to Happineſs. in- which they ſup- 

F poſed 
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poſed the Beſt men to be til] the 
general Reſurrection ; but it is e- 
-vident, they had no knowledge of 
thoſe Purgatory Pains, which are 
now the only occaſion of the pray- 
ers for the Dead in the Church. of 
Rome. And accordingly they pray'd 
only for the Beſt people, for ſich of 
whoſeſalyation and happineſs there 
was no doubt, as the Virgin Mary, 
and Apoſtles ; which 1s directly 
contrary to the preſent Doctrine, 
and practice of the Church of 
Rome. 

And tho? the Ancients, on ſome 
miſtaken. Notions, concerning the 
ſtate of the Soul, did ſometimes 
thus Pray for the Souls of good 
men, yet ſeldom or never for the 
Souls of bad men. Nor did they. 
make that il] uſe of it, that is now 
made- in the Roman Communion.. 
For now in the Church of Rome, no» 
thing is ſo eaſily ſecured, as. Eter-. 
nal Salvation, the Abſolutian of a 
Prieſt beipg ſufficient for that. 

'There- 
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Therefore all that any man need 
fear,is only the Puniſhment of Pur- 


gatory ; and to pray for their deli-- 


verance thence, is half the buſineſs 
of their ſurviving Friends, and the 
Purchace perhaps of half their E- 
ſtates. Bur if the Juſtice of God 
would not paſs by, or forgive this 
Temporal Puniſhment, as they call 
it, before the Perſon's Death, and 
whilſt he might amend, and be 


made better by the uſe of the means: 


of Graee, how can we-think that 


God ſhould pardon him now, fee» | 


ing there is no hope of his growing 
better, I cannot indeed fo much 
wonder that the Church now ſhould 
be glad to have this Opinion pre- 
vail among the people ; But I ad- 
mire that the people, or indeed any 
that love Truth, ſhould rely, or 
depend on ir,eſpecially ſeeing there 
Is not one word in Scripture to en- 
courage this Opinion, nor one In- 


ſtance of Prayer for the Dead ; not” 
any- ſuppoſition -of any Fire jn-the: 


other 
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other World, but that which never 
ſhall be quenched; nothing but vehe- 
ment Exhortations to work while it 
i called to day, before rhe Night of 
Death comes,when no man can work 
altogether another kind of method 


of Salvation, than is now taught, 
and -praCtiſed in the Church of 


I might alſo inſiſt on many other 


Articles, and ſhew them to be n- 


novations,or Additions to the Faith, 
as of the ſeven Sacraments, Tradi- 


| tions, Sacrifice of the Maſi, Commu- 


nion in one kind, Indulgences, aſcri- 
bing ſuch vextue to Inſtitutions of 
their own, viz. a Monaſtick Life, 
Holy Water, Croſſing themſelves, 
their DoCtrine of Aerir, and Su- 
pererogation, of the Pope*s power to 
Depoſe Princes, abſolve Subjefts from 
their Allegiance, (which, perſwade 
my ſelf, St. Peter would never have 
pretended to,) of the lawfulneſs of 
breaking their Faith with Heretichks ; 
and eſpecially, ſeeing they of the 
; Church 
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Church of Reme inſiſt on theſe, 'as |}. 


the very Foundation. of Religion, 
aad will promiſe you Salvation, if 
you do but own,.and profeſs theſe, 
let your Life be what it will be, ac- 
cording to thatſaying of Tertullian, 
concerning the Hereticks of his 
time, Nangquam facilius proficitur 
quam in caſtris Rebellium, ubi ipſum. 
eſſe illic promover: eft. | 

But of all the Points of Popery 
there have been ſo many, and ſo 
excellent Diſcourſes of late writ- 
ten by the Clergy, eſpecially in and 
about the City of London, that I 
need ſay no more, but refer my 
Reader, to them. 
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Of Civil Converſation. 


Hough the World be one of 

the Enemies which I am war- 

ned of in Scripture, and in. my 
Seponml renounce and promiſe to 
fightagainſt, and though the il] cu- 
ſtomes-and examples 1n it are too 
often a Snare to many : yet ſtill-I 
am taught in the Church of Eng- 
lani, that I may lawfully,and ought 
to converſe-in it. For as it hath 
difficulties and temptations to Vice, 
ſo it gives alſo occaſion to exerciſe 
our Vertues; and therefore is no 
mare evil or dangerous than our' 
life it ſelf here, which is a ſtate of 
trial, in which-it is expetted that 
we muſt do good and ſuffer hard- 
fhip ig order $0 an Eternal _—_ 
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And I cannot think that the wiſe 
and good Gad would,not only have 
ſent us into the World, but alſo 
have made ſo many imployments 
neceſſary and uſeful in order to cur 
ſubſiſtence bere, if ir had been a 
ſin to manage thoſe employments, 
'or to converſe with thoſe that do. 
Therefore I reſt fully aſſured that 
what-ever employment is neceſſary, 
or uſeful in the World, is alſo law= 
ful z and what-ever is lawful, may 
be lawfully managed by my ſelf, or 
any ather good Chriſtian. St. Fobn 
the Raptiſt, the Forerunner of our 
Saviour, when the -Publicans/and 
Souldiers :came *to. ask him 'what 
they ſhould do, doth not bid thent 
lay: down their employments , as 
either unlawful, or unfit, or unſafe, 
but - gives them good: and uſeful 
Rules, ficted to their ſeveral caſes, 
Þuc ſuffers them' ſtill - to continue 
in their employments : and. yet 
thoſe two employments ſeem as 
much to expoſe 'Men to. temptati- 
FA ons, 
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ons, and to have as much to be faid 
againſt them as any. And we find 
the Apoſtles,and particularly Saint 
Paxl in his Epiſtles, to.give advice 
to Perſons of all kind of conditions, 
and to preſcribe Rules concerning 
the carriage and behaviour of Huſ- 
bands and Wives, Parents and Chile 
dren, Maſters and Servants, Magi- 
ſtrates and People in Church and 
State, and both Seperior and Infe- 
ror ;, which is tome an undeniable 
argument,that in every one of theſe 
Relations, one may live as becomes 
a good- Chriſtian. 

And particularly as to Govern« 
ment and: Magiſtracy, I am fo far 
from thinking it unlawful, that I 
_ eſteem it neceſſary., and look on it 
as: one of:the moſt Sacred things in 
the World ; for it is of God's aps 
pointment, and on the — 
of which, the good of 'Mankin 
doth much depend. 

And of all kinds of Government 
I like Monarchy, it -being a reſem- 
WUFTIIINY blance 
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blance of the higheſt, and the beſt 
fitted for preventing FaCions and 
Diviſions, and for the more_regu- 
lar adminiſtration of affairs, and 
ſeems naturally to derive ir ſelf 
from Paternal Authority, or the 
power of Fathers over their Chil- 
dren; every Father of a Family, 
or Patriarch of old time, as Adam, 
Seth, Noah, Sem, Abram, Jacob, 
being a kind of King over: their 
Children and Grand-children ; and 
ſo the Name of Father is thought 
at-length to have been changed into 
that of King, for ſo we find Kings in 
Scripture frequently called Fathers ; 
And they are always ſuppoſed to 
haye that ſame care and tenderneſs 
over their People, as a Father hath 
forhis Children and Family; and 
accordingly may. juſtly challenge 
the:ſame kind of hearty love and 
fervice, and obedience from them. 

And eſpecially in this Countrey 
I hold my felf bound, :as far as I 
can, to.{upport. and! maintain..the 
Is Monarchy, 
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Monarcby, in all the- juſt and anci- 
ent. Rights of it: for it is the form 
-of Government 'that-hath been al- 
ways eſtabliſhed and ia uſe here, 
and is in/the frame of our Laws and 
Conſtitutions ſo conſtantly reſpeCt- _ 
ed, that it is a dreadful danger, as 
well as fin to endeavour any change 
-or alteration of Goyernment.. And 
| -if thereibe'any right'on earth, ſnre- 
| ly; Monarchy [hath vight with! ns, 
| and hath ar leaſt as good! a'title:to 
all its Powers, Rights and Privi- 
\ * ledges, as any of its Subjefts can 
. have to their Honours, Properties 
- and. Eftates. And I think my felf 
- bound to do what I canzto maintain 
- this Monarchy 1a its true Line and 
Succeſlionz the Monarchy of Eng- 
land being. always eſteemed as 
o truly /an Hereditary and Succeſſive 
a Monarchy. as any -in 'the' world ; 
the Crown deſcending from» Fa- 
-thers. to Children; whether'Mates 
1 © or Females, not liable to be di(- 
| poſed, alienated, or: fold, nor de- 
zf 7 Hp pending 
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pending oh any-eleQion, -or choice 
of the People; and according to 
this method' our preſent: King en- 
joys the Crown , who bhith;as-/l 
believe, the-trueſt: and /moſt anct- 
<nt right 'to 'his Crowns'!that atry 
King in'the known parts'of the 
World hath : for tho? the Succeſſi- 
'on hath had ſometimes interrupti- 
-ons, and the-Crown hath'been vio- 
lently ſeized'on, yet ſtill the right 
to Succeſlion was then generally 
owned, and the interruptions were 
afterwards cenſur*d as Ufurpati- 
ons3 -and whatever irregularities 
there: were ſometimes for 'a-while, 
yet-at laſt the ſtream did return 1n- 
' to its true Chanel, and the Monar- 
chy became ſo ſetled by the good 
- providence of God, that as far as 
Hiſtory can inform us, our preſent 
King is'Heir both -of the Saxor, 
- Norman and Scottiſh Lines. And 
: our Kings being both by the Laws 
of God, and alſo by the Laws 
of our Land, ſuppoſed to = on 

tem» 
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themſelves towards their Subjects, 
not as Maſters towards their Slaves, 
bur as/Parents towards their Chil- 
dren, -and to deal with chem 2cC- 
cordingly : I take care 'therefore 
alſo to pay him the ſame kind of 
true filial obedience, ſervice and 
ſubmiſſion, asto a Parent, to Pray 
for -him, and wiſh him-well, to be 
tender-of this'Honour, and careful 
of his ' Good, neither ro wrong 
him my ſelf, nor ſuffer others to 
wrong him, as far as.is in my power, 
-to look on-him .as-one ſet over us by 
God for good, and to-reſpect him 
Confcientiouſly :on ithis account: : 
Andthis-l:look on as a better foun- 
dation for true Loyalty and Obedi- 
ence,than fear. For that Prince that 
only deſigns to terrific his Subjefts 
and keepthem-in awe, hath: but'a 
very uncertain hold.of his/People; 

And as thus Government isne- 
ceſſary in the world, and'/Monarchy 
is lawfully eſtabliſhed among us; ſo 

for a' man-:to have-a:ſhare:ofithis 
>] G3 2 Go» 
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Government, and to be ſubſervient 
to the Monarchy.js not only lawful, 
but for him to difcharge it well, it 
is exceeding commendable ; © he 
thereby will purchaſe a bleſſing to 
himſelf from God, and be a pub- 
lick bleſſing to the World. - And I 
am not aſhamed of the meanneſs of 
my place and rank whatever it is; 
for in every Government or Body 
of men that live together, there 
muſt needs be a great variety of 
Employments, ſome higher, ſome 
lower, ſome more, ſome leſs ho- 
nourable,yet the meaneſt, if honeſt, 
- are 'both uſeful for the good of the 
whole, and -may be lawfully ma- 
naged by a Chriſtian. And tho! l 
will not thruſt my ſelf into another 
--man's office and buſineſs, that be- 
ivg the Certain caufe of diſorder 
and confuſion, nor am I very for- 
ward to ſolicit. or ſue for any pub- 
lick employment, for I conſider 
- the weight: and moment of ir, for 
; \which 1 muſt give an account both 
24s | tO 
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to God: and the. Publick, and it 1s 
poſſible that by my having this 
place I may exclude another that 
will manage ir betrer : yet when þ 
am. lawfully called or appointed to 
any place, | refuſe ic not, know- 
mg that ſome body muſt have all 
theſe places, and tho? l 2m not ſo 
fure of my own abilities, yet 1 am 
as ſure of my own integriry-and de- 
ſire to do good, as any can be; 
and I am ſenſible that znregrity gocs 
a.great way towards the diſcharge 
of my truſt : but 1 do not by rea» 
ſon of trouble or charge avoid any 
office even in my own Pariſh ; for: 
by every one of theſe I ſerve God, 
and my Neighbours, the Church: 
and State, and a littlepains or mo- 
ney laid out in ſo good a cauſe, is a 
great gain. If the place that I have 
be honourable or beneficial, 1 look. 
not ſo much at the profit or honour 
of it, as at the truſt repoſed in me, 
and the opportunity that I have by 


it. of doing. gpod 3. and to lir up, 
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my ſelfto a careful management of 
the truſt I have, I conſider that 
both God and Man will expe that 
whilſt I am in this place, I ſhould 
be more uſeful in the World than 
© her men, or elſe my account will 
be ſad at the laſt day. And this con= 
fideration. wil} have. another good 
effect on me, it. will make me alſo 
more willing: to leaye or part with 
this place tho' very beneficial; to 
be ſure, it wilk make-me keep it no 
longer than-T'can with honour, and 
> ſafe and;good' Conſcience. 

And by my dotng my Duty ho- 
neſt ly and diſcreetly, tho? but in an 
| inferiour place, perhaps.| may ſtop a 
gap, by which miſchief might come 
ro the Publick; Fmay encourage my 
Inferiours, ſhame my Supericurs, if 
they are remiſs, and give a. good ex- 
ample to al]; and this is of manij- 
fold advanrage to the Publick, 

And ſo if 1 have any Vote or in- 
tereſt for the choice of a Member in 
Parliament, or any publick Mini- 
ſter 
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ſer or Officer, or the: diſpoſal of 
any. employment in which the Pub; 
lick is concern d, I do nothing for 
favour or friendſhip, I regard not 
any kind of Intereſt or obligation. 
of my own; for I always-think 
that regard is: firſt to bechad to the: 
Publick and the good of it: and: 
therefore || employ: my pains and: 
intereſt, for ſuch as 1 verily believe, 
are fitteſt for it in themſelves, and 
will do maſt good to the Publick,-, 
both as to.Church and-State. For-I» 
hold it highly unreaſonable that 
any kind of Publick Office or em-- 
ployment, ſhould be beſt&wed' as- 
a reward for former Services or 
kindneſfſesto my ſelf, for by ſuch 
kind of tranſactions, I plainly ſell: 
the Publick to pay my own private 
debts and obligations. | 

Next to the publick, I reckon my- 
ſelf eſpecially concerned for my 
own Family ; that being ſo particu- 
larly committed tomy: charge, that 
I only am accountable for.them. 


G 4 My. 
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My Wife I not only take Care of, 
but ſhew all reſpect and kindneſs to 
her,as ro my beſt and deareſt friend 
inthe World ; for fo by my marry- 
ing her, | took and own'd her ; and 
inthe Church before God and the 
Congregation, I promiſed I would 
ſo carry my ſelf towards her, and [ 
can never expect the bleſſing of 
God, if I break a vow ſo folemnly 
mage before God, and in ſo great a 
<Cife. And to put my ſelf the more 
effetually in mind of this, I often 
read over the Office of Matrimony, 
toſtir vp my ſelf to a ſtrit obſer- 
vance of my Vow there, and to 
prevent my varying from ir. 

If 1 have a Father or Mother a- 
live, J not only pay them all poſ- 
ſible reſpe&t and obſervance, but 
give them all kind cf aid and ſups 
port that I am able,-on every oc- 
caſlion, as being both commanded 
ſoto do by God, and alſo in grati- 
tode | for what they .have done for 
me ; and further, as an engagement 

ON 
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on my own Children to ſhew the 
ſame duty to their Mother and me, 
when we ſhaWhe old. 

To my Children I ſhew the ſame 
om» tenderneſs, as- to my Wife, and 
give them, as I am able, ſuch edu- 
cation and inſtruction, as may keep 
them ſtrictly-vertuous and Religt- 
ous, and ' make them uſeful to the 
World,as well as dutifnl; and com- 
forts tomy Wife and my ſelf: And 
take care ſo to bring them-up, and 

place them in order-to their future 
+ {ubliſtence,thatthey-may have ſome 
honeſt and induſtrious-way of em- 
ployingtheir time,and maintaining 
rhemſelves : Eſpecial regard being 
had to ſuch-a way of living, as, 1 
think; will be beſt for their Souls 
good. For I am-not at all ſollicitous 
to leave them a-great Eſtate, but 
only ſuch a Portion as ſhall be an af- 
ſtance and encouragement to their 
vertue, to their-ditjgence,and indu- 
& ſtry ; but not a maintenance for their 

vanity, and an- incentive-to. their 
G5 Luxug- 
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Luxury; for that may be a Snare, 
rather than a Blefſingao them. 

If I have BrotherMnd Siſters, 
though living far diſtance from- me, 
yet I have a very patticular con- 
cern for them, as being naturally 
parts of the fame Family with my 
felf, and are therefore in an eſpe- 
cial manner the objects of my love, 
and of my care, and though I have 
no direct authority over them, yet 
I muſt never be wanting in good ad- 
viceand admonition to them; and 
yet to all People of a good temper, 
advice and counſel, will go as far 
as commands or threatnings, eſpe- 
cially if it be given with that ten= 
derneſs and affeftion, which is due 
to perfons fo nearly related to me. 

My. Servants I treat with ſuch 
gentleneſs and kindneſs, as may 
make them thankful to God, chear- 
ful in their condition, as well as 
willingly ferviceable and faithful to 
me. For I look on them as Bre- 
thren, both by nature, and the Go- 
{pel, 
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ſpel, and that we are all Servants. 
alike to the great Lord of all, and: 
there: is no reſpect of Perſons with 
him. And he having committed: 
theſe Servants to my truſt, I not 
only take care for their food and 
comfortable ſubſiſtence here, bur 
eſpecially for their inſtruction, and 
the good of their Souls hereafter. 
And therefore 1 not only frequently 
in diſcourſe teach them their duty: 
to God, and exhort them. to the: 
practice of ir, but alſo I: take no-- 
tice how they come to the Publick: 
Service, eſpecially on Sundays, and; 
Family-prayers every day,.and al-- 
ways allot cthem-ſome time every: 
day,at leaſt a quarter of- an Hours, 
Morning and Evening, for: their 
private Devotions, which I-teach- 
them ta uſe aut .of the Whale Duty 
of Man,or.Dr. Patrick's Devations ;,. 
And I reckon ita great-fault in Mar: 
ſters or Miſtreſſes, fo to hurry,. and: 
perpetually ro employ. their: Ser-» 
vants,, as nat to. allow, them;anyy | 

| 1Me, 
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time for the Service of God in pri- 
vate. But then this time that I thus 
allow them for their private Devo- 
tions, 'I make as fure as I can that 
they thus ſpend ic, and not in idle- 
neſs, or talk with one another. 

- To all my Family in general, I 
make my ſelf as eafie as I can, being 
not difficult to be pleafed,and ready 
to forgive anyſlight neglect orfault: 
for Iam ſenſible of my own infirmi- 
ties-and faults, eſpecially againſt 
God, on the conſideration of which 
only, 1 think my ſelf bound to be 
mild towards othets offending me ; 
their offences againſt me, being 
T2ainſt fewer and lefler obligations, 
than mine are againſt God, and 1 
praying to God fo often every day 
only toforgive me my treſpaſſes, as F 
forgive them that trefpaſi againſt me. 

As I: coatratt not friendſhip - or 
extraordinary famitiarity with any 
bad man, or 11] affected to Church 
or State, both for the ſake of my 
own reputation, and .my own ſafe- 
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ty ( an intimate acquaintance with: 
a bad man, refleCting always on his 
Companions,and Vice being always: 
very infe&tious) : ſo when I do chuſe 
a Friend, and profeſs any kindnefs 
extraordinary, I am not only reak 
and ſincere in my friendſhip with- 
out deſign or tricks, but make it & 
part of my ſtudy and buſtneſs, that: 
my friend may be the bette? forme. 
II ſee any thing fit for him to do, 
I put him in mind of it, and advife 
him friendly ; if I ſee him do any 
thing amifs, I admoniſh him alfo, 
and as kindly reprove him, which 
is no other than what I- would have 
him do to-me :- If I can aſfiſthim in 
any buſineſs, I do it willingly and 
readily, and am not fparing of my 
trouble or ordinary charge for him; 
F reckoning it as one of the worſt 
properties-of men, who ſometimes 
fo love their own eaſe, that they 
will not ſo much as ſtir out of their 
Seat, to do- another the greateſt 
kindneſs. And though I am thus 
ready 
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ready to help and aſſiſt my Friend, 
yet I take care always to perform 
more than I promiſe, or put him in 


hopes of, or to promiſe leſs than I. 


delign to pcrform,, for I conſider 
the way of the World and temper 
of men, that their hopes and expe- 
tations do-generally out-run their 
reaſons; what they have but the 
leaſt enceuragement: given to hope 
for, they in their thoughts make 
themſelves ſure of ; and therefore 
by my doing more than I ſay for 
my Friend, or promiſing leſs than 
L intend, both provide againſt diſ- 
appoin:ment; which: may poſlibly 


happen, keep him more at eafe and- 


reſt, and yet ſhew my friendſhip 
to him as much.. And the carriage 
which I have thus-expreſled, | uſe 
towards my Friends, or fuch as h 
chooſe out of the World, for a 
more intimate familiarityz.I uſe ic 
alſo towards-my Kinsfolk and Rela» 
846715,, whom God hath as it were 


recummended ta my Friendſhip and: 


AC- 
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Acquaintance, by making them ſo 
by nature allied to me. 

Towards all my Neighbours,that 
live ia the ſame Pariſh or Fown 
with me, of what rank or quality 
foever they are, and indeed to all 
that are not only Chriſtians in ge- 
neral, but Members of the ſame 
Church and Nation with my ſelf, [ 
take care to diſcharge all the Offi= 
ces of Juſtice, Charity and Kindnef,, 
that the Goſpel requires of one man 
to another. And accordingly | not 
only dothem. no wrong, by taking 
fron them by ſtealth or oppreſſion, 
by: cheating or over-reaching, by 
fander or backbiting ; but I am 
rift to-give - them whatever by 
any kind of right belongs to them. 
Hence I make as much conſcience 
to pay my debts, or what I juſtly 
eweto another, as I do, not to rob 
him, or ſteal front him. As to Cha- 
rity, | content not my felf with gi- 
ving only what I am rated, and fo 
forced to- pay. to the Poor ;, bug 
give. 
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give alſo conſiderably as a free-will/ 
Offering of my own, according as: 
I find any more than ordinary preſ- 
ſing occaſion, ( and ſuch will ſeldom 
be wanting long to a'Man that con-- . 
verſeth in the World, and hath a 
mind to do good) and although the 
meaſure of Charity is not defined in 
Scripture, "yet I:conſfider that the- 
Fews-were obliged to: give near a- 
fifth part-oÞtheir- yearly income to» 
the Prieſts and Levites; and the- 
poor : And I am ſure that the gene-- 
ral faulc of Men, is, that they give 
too little, and therefore I: will go a: 
ſtep further than ordinary ; and 
ſcarcely any.Man gives enough, that. 
doth” only give: what is- perfectly: 
ſaper finous to him, what he doth not 
at all feel;and therefore I can ſcarce- 
ty think I give as much zs I ought, 
unleſs; 1 do-at leaſt fomewhar a- 
bridge my ſelf by my Charity. By 
fuch rules as theſe I govern my Cha- 
rity, and by fuch Motives and Con- 
fiderattons, I ſtir up my ſex; to it, / 
: | And. 
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* And though only a few perhaps 
need my Charity, yet I may and do 
exerciſe Kindneſs towards all, the 
Apoſtle commanding us not only to 
be juſt and charitable, but to be pt- 
tiful and courteow ; to be far from 
the temper and practice of ſome, 
who love to provoke and inflame ; 
for | eſteem ic my duty, as far as 1 
can, to be civil and obliging to all, 
according to the Apoſtle*s advice, 
for every man to pleaſe his Brother 
to edification: For this not only ren- 
dersMens lives morehappy in them- 
ſclves, but alfo conducgth much to 
the peace of the World : And when 
men are in good temper, they are 
better prepared, & more eafily won 
over to any good, and not ſo liable 
to any Temptations of the Dev]. 
Toall men, and on all occaſions, 
I praftiſe ſincerity, and hate de- 
ceir, and tho? I know it not neceſſa- 
ry for me to tell every man all that 
I know or think; yet I will never 
tell any man contrary to what [ 
know, 
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know, or think : for 1 reckon; that 
falſeneſs and deceirfulneſs .is the: 
laſt thing to be pardon'd' by God, 
or man; and they that deceive 0- 
thers, it is juſt with God that they 
be deceived themſelves, and it ſel- 
dom fails, but that God takes ſuch 
people in their own craftineſs. 

ho? I know that our Law doth 
allow Suits for ſmall things, and 
thatifa man will, he may be trou- 
bleſone to-his Neighbours on many 
occaſions which will-dayly happen, 
and which are perhaps juſt provo- 
cations, at Jeaſt according to the 
cuſtom of the world ;. yet: Freckon 
my ſelf bound to. bear with many 
things, and not to take every ad- 
vantage againſt my Neighbour, 
which the Law may bear me out 
in: for I am ſenſible that Humane 
Laws do allow of many things 
that are not very becoming of 'a 
Chriſtian, Nay, even if I be de- 
famed. and ſpoken ill of ( tho? no- 
thing is dearer to a man than his 
repu- 
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reputation ) if I know my ſelf in- 
nocent, I will take all prudent and 
Chriſtian ways to clear my ſelf; 
yet I will not let every paſſonate 
expreflion- againſt me, be the oc- 
caſion of quarrel, bur rather pity 
the infirmtties. of humane nature, 
than highly refenr fuch miſunder- 
ſtandings and offences thar. are ta- 
ken, tho* unjuſtly, at me, And Iam 
ſure that by my thus bearing pa- 
tiently an unjuſt: aſperfion,. I ſhall 
not only pleaſe God, but alſo: win 
T even on'my: enemies, who afſfured- 
| 

| 

| 


ly will fee their error, and ſo ac- 
cording to Rom. 12. 4 ſhall over» 
come evil with good, | 
What Eſtate | have, I always 

| reckon that it is not given me on- 
| ly for my own uſe, and to enjoy 
my ſelf with, but efpecially to do 
good on private and publick occa- 
ſions. And therefore, as on this 
conſideration, I muſt not ſpend it 

> all on my ſelf, ſoalſo in prudence 


(tho? I abhor covetouſaeſs as much 
| as 


LIMI 
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as prodigality ,. yet) I reckon I 
ought to live always below my in- 
come, tho? not niggardly, and ſo 
I make ſome proviſion and allow+- 
ance for extraordinary caſes and 
charges, that will frequently hap- 
pen. And in order to my full con- 
tent of mind, and to prevent my 
uſing any unjuſt or unfit ways. of 
enriching my ſelf; in the firſt place, 
I make it my buſineſs fo to regulate 
my paſſions as not to deſere, and my 
way of living in the world, as not 
to wart a great Eſtate or large In- 

. come : and then I have reafon: to 
hope, that if God ſhould give me {| 
more, | ſhonld be both more mo-- | 
derate in the uſe of ir, and employ | 
It-better than elſe | ſhould do. And 
however ſcanty my fortune, or 
mean my ſtation in the world is, 
(if I am not ſinfully acceſſory to the 
bringing of my ſelf into this condi- 
tion) 1 am not at all aſhamed of ir, 
for poverty is nofault or occaſion of 


ſhame, bur I reckon that I may both- 
| be 


UM 


LMI 


- every condition. 
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be in the fayour of God, and alſo 


benefit the world, if I diſcharge ic 
honeſtly, and diſcreetly. 'But the 
more'I receive from God, I always 
reflet-how much more thankful to 


God, better in my ſelf, and uſeful 


in the world, ought I to be than 0- 
ther men : and whether my Eſtate 
increaſe or decreaſe, or be more 6r 


leſs: ( unleſs by my own fault): 1 
-have always this conſideration be- 
-fore my eyes, that the leſs I have, 


the leſs I muſt certainly give-an 
account of, and this I am ſure is the 
trueſt ground of contentment - in 
As to-the em- 
ployment of my Time; I reckon'it 


- a great part of Prudence, and much 
- conducing to the happineſs of life, 


ſo to accuſtom my ſelf, that I may 
always have ſomewhat to do, that 


- I may have ſome way of ſpending 


my -time by my ſelf, with uſeful- 

neſs and ſatisfaction. | 
And. I not being obliged and 

forced to work all day long, as day- 
labou- 


160 Uf Civil-Converſation, 
labourers, -and many Farmers and 
Artificers are, but- having ſome 
time-to ſpare, from the exerciſe 
of Devotion in publick or;private, 
[the buſineſs of my calling, and 'the 
«Charitable offices that-l have men- 
tioned already; I take care to em- 
ploy itas well and ufefully as. I can 
for-others and-my fſelf, Time be- 
inga Talent which God hath (in- 
truſted us with, .and:for-the ſpend- þ 
iogof which we muſt -one day be 
called to a ſtrict acconnt. And 
beſides this Religious conſfidera- 
tion, I reckon it is one of -the moſt 
miſerable and unhappy conditions 
intheworld,. for a-man to-live fo, 
as that his time is a'burden to him ; 
and yet it is: the. want-of haying 
ſome uſeful 22d handſome way of 
employing his time, that makes a 
Gentleman ſometimes the moſt-mi- 
'ferable creature inthe world, and 
the only uſeleſs part of God's Crea- 
tion. If the-time of year, /or 'wea- 
ther, or his health-be ſuch that he 
cannot 
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cannot Hawk or Hunt, he 1s un- 


done ; and therefore is almoſt forc?d 
t0-the pitiful ſhift. of Drinking, 'to 


; paſs away time, .tho*:to'the loſs of 
'*his Time; 'the'abuſe of bis Reaſon, 


and the prejudice :of his Health, 
and'Eſtate. Now that'I1 may ne- 
ver be at fuch a fad loſs, as that my 
Time ſhould hang on my hands,. bur 
thatI may beable to ſpend a rainy 
day at -home. Soberly and to Sa- 
tisfaction.; And” tho? I make no 
part of Learning my Trade or Bu- 
ſineſs : yet inure my ſelf: to ſome 
kind of ſtady,' as being ſenſible 
thatiall Knowledge and Learning, is 
the improving of;aman's mind,is'a 
very proper impldyment for aman's 
time, and will generally be of real 
uſe and advantage in Life. 

And firſt, a Knowledge of 'our 
Religion, both: as Chriſtian incge- 
neral, and as it ſtands diſtinguiſhed 
from other 'kinds of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion 'in the world, 1s 'very ne- 
ceſlary. For ſeeing the — 

| © 


.gion being thewill of God,.it eve- 
.ry way deſerves my thought and : 
.contemplation ; and by my under- 
ſtanding my own Religion well, I | 


-ſelf more ſteddily from being ſedu- 


-ownCountry ought to be knowniand 


.] be but empanne[Þd on a Jury, :a 
; Isneceſlary : that I may underſtand 


_ place, or office allows, or requires, 


t® ing 
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of my Soui depends on-it, ſurely I 
may well allow it ſome ſhare of my 
time :and ſtudy. And true Reli- 


ſhall by the bleſſing of God,keep my 


ced into any ill opinion or practice. 
Afcer Religion,'the Laws of our 


ſtudied by me, and every man. For 
I ſhall: often have occaſion for a 
knowledge in the Laws. If I be a 
Juftice of Peace, or if 1 be a High- 
Conſtable, Petty>-Conſtable, or in 
any Office, Civil or Military ; or if 


competent knowledge in the Law 


how far my power goes, what:my 


what is expected of me, 'and/what 
not; and this. cannot be throughly , 
known without readiog and ſtydy- | 


UN 
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ing the Law. Beſides by a lictle 
knowledge of the Laws | ſhall be 
able perhaps ſometimes to make up 
and compoſe differences among my 
Neighbours, prevent Suits at Law, 
and conſequently the ruine of Fa- 
mflies, and-breach of Friendſhip. * 

"Beſides theſe parts of Learning 


- which are ſo neceſſary, I exerciſe 


my ſelf in others, which I eſteem 
proper diverſions , ' commendable 


. accompliſhments, and which have 


their uſes alſo in life : ſuch as are 
Hiſtory and Chronology, both of 
the World in general, and alſo of 
our own and neighbour Nations in 
particular z together with the de- 
ſcription and Geography of them. 
For ſome knowledge of this kind 
is neceſſary even in order to diſ- 
courſe, and for the underſtanding 
but the common news and relations 
of tranſaCtions in the world. There 
isno part of thoſe Sciences which 
they call Mathematical, but is both 
uſeful and pleaſant, improving 

H and 
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and fining a Man's Reaſon, and 
| ſerving to many occaſions of Life ; 
ſuch as are Geometry, Arithmetick, 
Aſtronomy , Navigation, Survey- 
ing, Architeture, Fortification, 


Art-Military, all Natural and 


Experimental Philoſophy. And bes 
ſides theſe, by a man's underſtand- 
Ing the Anatomy of his own body, 
by his having ſome knowledge of 
Herbs, ſome $kill in the general 
grounge of Phyſick;, he may be 
ometimes- helpful to his poor 
Neighbour, when a Phyſician is not 
near, and may be able at leaſt to 
paſs a better judgment on his 
own, or his Childrens and Fami- 
lies diſtemper. Theſe and other 
| very uſeful parts of Learning there 
are ſufficient to take up a man's 
| Life, and there are good Books. of 
- all theſe Sciences in the Engliſh 
Tongue, and eaſie to be had, and 
which I can either learn by my 
ſelf, or elſe with the direQtion and 
afliſtagce of the Parſon of my 46-4 

riſh, 


| 
| 
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riſh, or ſome other Learned Neigh- 
bour. And I cannot but reckon 
that man very ſtupid,that hath ſuch 
a field of Knowledge before him, 
and yet knows not how to ſpend” 
his time, and tho? I ſhould perhaps 
have no great edge to any of theſe 
parts of Learning at firſt, yet let 
me but try them a while, and I 
ſhall certainly find them the great- 
elt diverſion, and the moſt plea- 
fant way of paſling time that can 
be ; and ſuch a connexion is there 
among them, that if I do but 
mind any one Science or part of 
Learning with an appetite, I ſhall 
inſenſibly be drawn on to others, 
and find them neceſſary. And all 
theſe Sciences have both the ge- 
neral uſes, to inform our igno- 
rance, and prevent our being decei- 
ved and impoſed on, to refine and 
improve our reaſon, to ſatisfie and 
inlarge our minds, and fit us for 
Diſcourſe and Converſation ; and 
alſo their particular uſes, as ap- 
H 2 ply'd 


166 Of Cruil Converſation. 


ply'd to the ſeveral caſes of Life 
ro which they relate. And my 
having theſe ſo innocent and con- 
mendable ways of ſpending my 
time, will beſides, have many ad- 
vantages;z It will keep my mind 
buſie and employ'd, and even 
make me contented ; I ſhall not 
have that uneaſineſs of mind, that 
an idle man hath, nor fall into 
thoſe temptations to which idle- 
neſs expoſeth men. I ſhall be 
ſome way uſeful to my Neigh- 
bour and the World, adorn and 
cultivate my mind, and thereby 
Tet my ſelf ſo much the. farther 
above the Beaſts, avoid many of 
thoſe Errours and Abſurdities, to 
which want of knowledge in theſe 
Sciences ofcen betrays men ; I ſhall 
hereby be more fitted for any kind 
of Publick Employment, Civil or 
Military : And I think 'it may go 
for a rule, That there is no part 
-of good Learning, but a Man will 
ſometime haye occaſion for, _ 
fin 


- 
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find uſeful, let his Employment or 
Quality be whatever it will. 

But beſides this way of employ- 
ing of time in Reading and Study, 
it 1s confeſſed, that it will be necel- 


fary alſo, for a Man to be-ſome- 


times in Company, when he viſits, or 
1s viſited, or is obliged to meet 0- 
ther Men on any publick or private 
affair or buſineſs. And tho' theſe 
meetings do too often become a 
Snare, and draw Men into exceſs 
of Wine, Paſſion, &c. which there- 
fore as we are Chriſtians,. and have 
Souls to be ſaved, we muſt. watch 
ag2inſt : Yet it-cannot be denied, 
but that as being in company, and 
converſing with others, is neceſſary 
in the World, fo it hath great and 
manifold advantages-; It ſoftens 


Mens tempers, and makes them 


pliable, it reduceth the rules of Re- 
ligion and Prudence into- act, it 
cures the mind of that ſowreneſs 
or conceitedneſs, to which a very 
retired and Monkiſh perſon is too 

H. 3 much: 
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much --expoſed ; acquaintance and 
friendſhip is kept up by it, both 
private and publick affairs are con- 
certed, and much good done many 
ways. But then I take care what I 
can, to prevent or avoid the evils, 
into which keeping company often 
draws men. And therefore if 1 
hear a raſh word ſpoken, though 
againſt my ſelf, 1 do not preſently 
blow it up into'a- quarrel, but pru- 
dently paſs it by, as ſuppoſing it is 
not the ſetled thoughts of his mind 
that ſpake it; | examine my ſelf, 
what occaſion I have given for ſuch 
ſpeeches; if 1 find I have done any 
thing amiſs, I modeſtly own ir, and 
if | have wronged him, I am not 
aſhamed to acknowledge it, and 
beg his pardon : Butif | find I am 
Innocent, I doubt not but that he 
will in a ſhort time ſee his error, 
and be aſhamed of himſ-clf, and 
therefore he need not be ſeverely 
rebuked by me. I believe not eaſily 
11] ſtories told of others, nor love 
£0 
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to hear them, nor incourage the 
tellers of them; what Mens com- 
pany I do not like, 1 neither pub- 
lickly affront them, nor complain 
of them, but either bear it pati- 
ently ( if it be ſuch a company, as 
1 am obliged to be in) and ſo it 
will teach and inure me to pet a 
conqueſt over my paſſions, or elſe 
I wholly abſtain from it, but (even 
this I do without making a noiſe, 
or being taken notice of, as ayoid- 
ing ſuch a Man's company. 

If Thear ſwearing or profaneneſs, 


obſcenity of backbiting, I take'the- - 


liberty ſome way or other to ſhew 
my diſlike cf it; if before my Su- 
periours, with a religious modeſty ; - 
if among my equals, with freedom 
if among my Inferiours, with ſome 
kind-of Authority. For-all profane 
and obſcene diſcourſe, and refle&- 
ing on others, is really an affront 
and wrong to every Man; For e- 
very Man hath a right: in Religion 
and. good manners, and ought to ſee 
. FH. 4; them 
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them vindicated. And as a Man 
ſhould not ſuffer his Friend or Re- 
1ation to be abuſed and ſpoken ill 
of unjuſtly, without ſome way ap- 
pearing in his defence : So ought 
every Man to endeavour to vindi- 
cate Religion and good manners, 
according to the nature-of the place 
in which he 1s, and the company 
with which he doth converſe. 

On this ground 3Ilfo | make it 
part of my buſineſs, when I am in 
company, as often as | have oppor- 
tunity, to prevent miſunderſtand- 
ings, and to compoſe differences 
2mong men; And whatever | hear 
that may provoke Men 2g21nſt one 
another, I never divulge, but en- 
deavour by 2# means to ſuppreſs, 
and ſo hope for the bleſſing of 
a Peace-msker, Matr.5. | always 
make the beſt of, and put the moſt 
candid interpretation that I can, on 
what is done or ſaid, hereby to keep 
People at peace, and to incourage 
{03d attions in the. World. ns 
| tne 


ha 


this, or any thing bf the like na- 
ture, | eſteem it-is always the belt ;. 
for the leſs it is obſerved, it will 
always do the more good,, and will 
alſo be as: ſure. or. ſucer, of, a full 
reward. 

And though. I confeſs I ſcldom. 
play at any game, yet whena Man 
is.in Company, to pleaſc a friend, 
and to avoid drinking, and ſpeak-- 
ing; ill of. their Neighbours, or the. 
publick.,. I. cannot but allow of. 
playing at ſome innocent Game or. 
Recreation : but ſtill whatever law-- 
ful Recreation I. uſe, or Gafne [1 


play at, I obſerve. ſuch Rales as. 


theſe, Firſt, Never to let. it take. 


uſx either the moſt, or the beſt, bur. 


ogly the refuſe of my time, and the. 
igtervals of buſineſs. and ſeriouſ+- 
neſs. 2.. Never to ſpend on recrea»+ 
tions, OF. to venture-the loſing. ſo; 
much, but what I can well afford, 
and may lawfully lay out on.my; 
own.diverſion,without ſtreightaing, 


1 oP my / 
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the more. ſilently and ſecretly I da. - 
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my eſtate, or abridging my charity 
( for my Charity -muſt not be the 
leſs, but the more liberal, for what 
I ſpend in recreations : For if I can 
afford to throw away ſo much, it is 
always ſuppoſed -that I can give 
more.) 3. Never to ſuffer my ſelf 
to be put in paſſion, or out of hu- 
monr at my loſſes, or diſappoint- 
ments in theſe diverſions, and 
therefore never to deſign 'gain or 
profit, but health and recreation 
m them. And then I think there 
is no lawful Diverſion, but may be 
fafely ufed ſome times, if I uſe it” 
Not too often, ſo as to make it my 
hufincfs and employment, and if I. 
always obſerve a Decorum;, to do 
nothing, though lawfol in it ſelf, 


.at an improper time, or which is 


not fit for my. age, place, and ſta« 
tion. For that may be fit for ano« 
ther, that is not fit for me; and 1 
am fo far from the common -cu- 
Rome of the World, of cenfuring. 
hers for what they commit them- 


IMI 
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ſelves, that I can very patiently 
bear with many,@kings in another, 


which 1 will not take the liberty to - | 


do: my ſelf ;- for I can lawfully and 


commendably abridge my. own li- 


betty, -but I cannot ſo well impoſe 
on, or charge, or-cenſure others : 
'There may be more excuſes made 
for others than for me ; and there- 
fore in all doubtful caſes,-t chooſe 
rather.to.confine.. my ſclf,: than o- 
ther men. 1 au | 

And by my thus managing my 
ſelf in theſe little and common car 
ſes, I ſhall nor only keep,my Con» 
ſcience clear, and/live inoffenſiyely 
before God and men, butſhall alſo 
comribure to the keeping up Peace, 
and friendſhip, and good Corre- 
ſpondence among Men, Members 
of: the ſame 'Chyrch and Nation: 
For. I'direct all-my*aCtions, as fat 
2s L can, to the publick-1good, and 
I always wiſh that:the publick:may 


Hfouriſh.rather .than my ſelf, and 
Wiſh that another may have this 


or. 
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or that place or employment, ra- 
ther than my ſelf, if he will ma- 
nage it better, and be more uſeful 
to. the publick. And from: this 
Principle alfo, I will even venture 
or part with-all, to do. real fer- 
vice to the publick, and. am nei- 
ther covetous nor timorous, where- 


ever the good of the Publick is 


concerned. And however in a 
matter of a private concernment, 
I may yield up- my own. rights to 
pleaſe others: Yet in what the 
good of the publick, either 2s to 


Church- or State is concerned ing .1: 


will by no. means recede from my 
juſt rights, out of any kind of fear 
or:complaiſance ; for in ſo: doing; I 
ſhould rob Poſterity, I ſhould rob 
not only my ſelf, but all that I love 
moſt, and that depend on me, and 
betray my truſt; and/lay a foundati- 
on for a publick miſchief and ruine z. 
and to be ſure God will require ſuch. 
ipjuſtice ſeyezely at my hands. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. VIL 
An earneſt perſwaſive to 


Continue in the Church 


of England. 


Uch- is my Belief, and ſuch is 
9; my practice and carriage, ac- 
cordingto the Doctrine and. Com» 
mands of, the: Church: of. Exgland 
and therefore I think a man bug 
lictle underſtands- Chriſtianity,' or 
hath not any peaceable inclinati- 
ons, that finds. fault with it, and 
that doth-/on: any, accaunt ſeparate 
from-it. | 
; For firſt, it is che Church, which 
is by all kind of Lawful Authori- 
ty, Setled and Eſtabliſhed. in out 
PL Na-. 
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Nations. And therefore if there 
be any obedience due to any Com- 
mands of Governours ia Church 
or State, Communion wich the 
Church eftabliſhed here,” is g duty; 
unleſs a man can ſhew ahy expreſs 
Commands of God to the contrary, 
which a man will be ſo far from find- 
ing in. Scripture,: that he will find 
much'there. to oblige 'him' to.ton- 
tinue in it. For where icyer Go- 
vernment 1a general is eſtabliſhed, 
and obedience to Governours En- 
joyned, it ought to be reckoned as. 
ſpoken of our Government or Go- 
vernours 'Eccleſiaſtical 'and\ Civih 
as-well as of 'any other in the 
world. | mt 
* But we-are not-only obliged to 
communicate with the Church, be- 
cauſe. it 4s: Eſtabliſhed among -usz 
but ibecauſe.we fee it hath-alt .righs 
to be Eſtabliſhed, as being ſoagree-. 
able to Scripture, the Practice' of 
all- Antiquity, eſpecially the firſt. 
and pureſt; is ſo. well fitted to 

anſwer 
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anſwer the very end, and deſign of 
a Church, and purſues thoſe ends 
fo fully,” as well as that ic hath had 
a conſtant immemorial preſcription 
among us, For at the Reforma- 
tion, we-did not begin anew: to 
frame and form our Church, bur 
kept the eſſentials of a Church: 
which we found eſtabliſhed, and 
only correfted thoſe Errors; 'and: 
reformed thofe Abuſes which had 
by degrees and length of time, or' 
efpectally by the prevalency of the 
Biſhop of Rome and his Agents, 
crept in among us. For as we were 
not Converted at firſt from Rome, 
fo nor did we at firſt receive ſuch a 
Chriſtianity as 1s.now tavght and 
praiſed at Rome, but- ſuch as is. 
now eſtabliſhed in our Church: 
Nay we can ſhew that we were a- 

ſetled Church before they came” 
among us. Fhey indeed brought 
a great many bad things among us, 
which we at laſt threw out ; and in 
our Reformation we. departed from- 


> 
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them only in what. they.had depar- 
ted from the. True Church of Chriſt, 
and from - themſelves in. the firſt 
Ages, aSour Canons ſpeak. 

0 that our Reformation was nei- 
ther a Schiſm, nor doth it counte- 
nance any Schiſmaticks, or excuſe 
any Separation from our. ſelves. 
For we can ſhew that all that are. 


born in theſe Countreys are more, 


under. the. Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment of theſe Countreys, and more. 
bound to Communicate with. us, 
than we are under the Biſhop. of 
Rome, or bound to Communicate. 
with him:. And they, can never. 
ſhew. the like reaſons and grounds 
of their ſeparating, or diſſenting. 
from us ia Dottrine or Diſcipline, , 
as.we can for our Believing and, 
ating, otherwiſe than the Biſhop, 
of Rome doth..So that jif.any Peaple,, 
Born and Baprizcd i any, Church 
under Heaven, have a duty incum- 
bent on them, and ought to con- 
tipue in_that Church, I am ſure, 

we. 
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we-in England have at leaſt ſo much 
as they have, or more. So that ei- 
ther there is no neceſlicy of con- 
tinuing in any Church in which 
men are Born and Baptized, or 
there is a neceſſity for us to con- 
tinue in our Church. 

Indeed we confeſs our caſe is on 
many accounts very hard, by rea- 
ſon of the ſeveral Adverſaries that 
we have on either hand; but yet 
even this ſeems ſomewhat to ſpeak 
for us, our Church being ia this, 
like Virtue ic ſelf; which conſiſts 
in 2 mean, between twoextreams z 
or as King Charles the Mzrtyr ex- 
preſſed ir, like our Bleſſed Savi- 
our who was Crucified between 
two Thicves. For ſuch, and ſo 
- Cifferent are our Adverſaries, that 
whatever we do, we are {ure to be 
blam?d and accuſed hv one fide or 
other. But as Mr. Hooker, Dr.Falk- 
ner and others, have abundantly 
made out the Lawfulnef of all our 
Inſticutions, ſo he that conſiders 

| what 
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what oppoſition is made againſt us 
onevery ſide, and what proviſion 
we muſt make againſt objeCtions, 
tho? of different and contrary na- 
tures, will ſee the prudence, and 
even neceſſity of whatever is en- 
joyned among us. So it is con- 
feſſed that by our retaining the Eps- 
ſcopal Government in our Church we 
anger ſome; -and yet if we hado- 
mitted or rejected it, we had more 
injured our ſelves, and our cauſes, 
and more juſtly offended others. 
By our inſiſting ſo ſtrictly on 
our Ordinations, we are liable to 


complaints from ſome : and yer if 


we did neglett and not inſiſt on 
them, we ſhould ſubje our ſelves 
to juſter accuſations. Our having 
a Liturgy,diſpleaſeth ſome ; but if 
we had not had a Ziturgy,we ſhould 
have anger*d more, and injured Re- 
ligion. If weenjoyn -any thing, if 
it be but a rite or ceremony in the 
Service of God, ſome blame. us, 
and yet if we ſhould enjoyn an _- - 

utc 


Ul 
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but leave all-at liberty to do what 
they would, nothing could follow 
but Confuſion. 

The Ceremony of the Sign 
of the Crof, ſome blame us for 
uſing it ſo much, others blame us 
for uſing it no more : So that all 
men muſt needs ſee that it is impol- 
ſible for us to live without offence. 
Our wiſeſt courſe therefore ſurely 
muſt be, next to conſulting what 
is neceſſary for Religion, for us ſo 
to order things as to diſpleaſe leaſt, 
or ſeeing we cannot pleaſe all, yet 
to pleaſe ſome; eſpecially thoſe 
who ſeem to have more of reaſon 
on their ſide. And this is the rule 
which I think we have cxaQly fol- 
lowed.” For there is nothing in 
our Conſtitution, againſt whichex- 
ceptions are taken by any, but 
what we have,out of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity and Condeſcenſion, retained or 
enjoyn?d, as faras we can, and as 
Chriſtianity allows to ſatisfie and 


pleaſe ſome others of our ſcrupu- 
lous 
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Jous Brethren. And |-know no one 
thing tho* the moſt plauſibly argu- 
ed againſt by ſome, but would have 
been liable to greater objections 
if we had not ordered it ſa. And 
therefore, I verily believe' thee 18 
no man that conſiders our caſe, puts 
himſelf in our place, and weigheth 
Iimpartially Truth according. to 
Scripture and Antiquity, and that 
would withal take care to provide 
againſt, and to avoid all the. ob- 
jections that this or that party of 
men makes againſt us, but- will ſee 


2 plain neceſlity for our enjoyning 


and atting in every caſe as we do. 
| am not therefore ſtartled to ſee 
ſome on all ſides to oppoſe us, for 


I am ſenſible that if we ated other- | 


wite than we do, we ſhould render 
our ſelves liable ro- greater oppo» 
ſition and contradiftion on one 
hand or other. So: for inſtance, if 
we uſed and inſiſted on more Ce- 
remonies, our other Diſſenters 
would think. they. had more juſt 


reaſon. 


4 
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reaſon to complain : if we uſed not 
fo many; the Church of-Rome would 
have greater adyantage againſt us. 
Beſides I conſider, that nothing can 
be enjoyn*d, much leſs can a whole 
frame of things be laid, but that 
ſome people may take offence at it, 
and objections may be raiſed a- 
gainſt ic. Therefore the Rule 
that we go by in our Church is this, 
Firſt, we take care that nothing 
neceſſary be omitted, nor any thing 
untrue be tanght, or unlawful be 
enjoyned, but that the whole frame 
of things may be ſo contrived, as 


| hall conduce moſt to the advance- 


ment of True Devotion, and the 
Tational and decent Service'of God, 
Governing our ſelves al) along by 
the Scripture, expounded eſpecially 
by ancient praCtice ; for we would 
not have it ſaid that we are ſuch a 
number of men as never were in 
the world before, but that we are 
ſuch, and ſo Conſtituted, as we are 
confident the Primitive Martyrs and 
holy 
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holy men of old, would have joyn- 
ed in Communion with, we living 
by ſuch kind of rules as they them- 
ſelves pratiſed. And ther in the 
next place we conſult what will dif- 
pleaſe others leaſt,or be leaſt liable 
to miſtakes and objeCtions, for we 
comply with either ſide as far as 
we can without forfeiting truth, 
or laying our felves open to a juſt 
reproof and accuſation. And: acy 
cordingly it is obſervable that ſome 
things we have abrogated, that 
were formerly praiſed by us, o- 
thers we have changed and altered, 
and ſome thing we have recalled 
and revived, which was formerly 
omitted, and all this as we deſigned 
to gain the more, and do the more 
good; tho? ſo uncharitable have 
our Adverſaries been, as even to 
charge this on us as a fault, and put 
a bad interpretation on this our fo 

Chriſtian Condeſcenſion. 
On ſeveral other ſuch accounts 
do we juſtly think our Church very 
hardly 


LIN 
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hardly uſed, It is generally very 
affefting to complain, and people 
naturally pity them that ſuffer, 
whatever the occaſion is, eſpecially 
ic is popular to complain of what 
is eſtabliſhed ; it goes with many 
for a ſign of Courage and of Con- 
ſcience, for a man to find fault 
with the Publick. Now the Church 
of England being . by Law Eſtabli- 
ſhed, it can never want enemies 
for that very reaſon. If it be the 
Eſtabliſhed Religion, it muſt have 
Laws for its fence and ſecurity. 
Theſe Laws muſt have ſome kind 
of Penaltics to inforce them, or 
elſe they ſignifie nothing. If theſe 
penalties are inflicted, it affords 
matter of complaint and clamour z 
if they are not inflited, yet they 
ſerve as well for men to complain 
of the ſeverity gf the Laws againſt 
them, and ſo they are great gainers 
by theſe Laws. For it is popular 


to plead Perſecution, as well as ad- 


vantageous not to ſuffer by it, 
Nay, 


| be expoſed ro ſuch kind of difficul- 
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Nay, our Adverſaries gain Repu-- 
cation againſt us ſometimes by their 
ſuffering, though the moſt juſtly. 
For if they ſufter for Sedition, or 
Treaſon againſt the State, They 
will give out, that they ſuffer for 
their own Religion, and by oxr 
Religion; and this is ofrcen ſuffi- 
cient to create pity. towards them- 
ſelves, and incenſe men againſt the 
Church. 

I mention all this, that Men may 
ſee the common grounds of clamour 
againſt the Church, and may not 


be ſurpriſed at it, nor tranſported 
againſt the Church, by reaſon of ir. 
For you ſee, whilſt it is theeſtabli- 
ſhed Religion (which | hope in God 
it will for ever be) it will and muſt 


ties and objeCtions, which every 
man muſt learn tg conſider, and 
endeavour to prepare and fortifie 
himſelf and others againſt. For 
indeed it bath no other objections 
lying againſt it, than will lie againſt | 


the 
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the beſt frame of things in the 
World, if eſtabliſhed and' made 
the National Religion. ' Of the 
beſt thing in'the World, men may 
fay, it doth not pleaſe them, they do 
not like #t;, but that ought not ro 
go for an objection, unleſs they 
ſhow their reaſons of diſlike; and - 
| think that all the reaſons of diſ- 
like which have' been urged hither- 
ro, our Clergy have fo fully an- 
ſwered, as to be ſufficient to take 
away all ſcruples out of the mind 
of rational and unprejudiced Men. 
Some other Objections have long 
hin on us, eſpecially that of our 
inclinableneſs to Popery, and that 
we wanted only an opportunity ta 
ſhew our'ſelves, and to bring it in. 
A few years ago it was both in Ser- 
mons and printed Pamphlets daily 
thus propheſied concerning us; but 
hope that all Men now ſee how 
lirtle truth'there is in this, and 
that the Clergy of England are no 
friends to Popery. And yet if we 
| I conſulr 
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- conſult the beginnings-of Separa- 
tion among us, we ſhall figd, that 
'the fear of our Clergies deſigning 
to bring in Popery, -was the Prin- 
Cipal occaſion. and motive to:-Sepa- 
ration from us. - And indeed whilſt 
thoſe, fears laſted, there was ſome 
little ground for what they did, if 
their fears were real, (though ſtil} 
they ought to have examined our 
Principles, and -not.to haye; judged 
ſo ſeverely of us by way of Pro 
phecy) But now I muſt needs ſay, 

I think they are bound in Conſci- 

ence to return-to us, the-yeryFoun- 

dation. of their diſſenting: and ſe- 

paration being taken away, or clſt 

they feem unexcuſable before: Gods, 

For ſurely no conviction: can be 

greater than this, which: hath now 

been given of the Church, of Eng» 

lands. being na fayoyrerof-Papery: 

And I hope in God, j;that ſeeing the 

main Objection is removed, they 

will have more of. the peateable 

Chriſtian in them, than to hore 

or 
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for new/Argnments to juſtifie their 
Separation... 

-} And'of occaſion of this ObjeRi- 
on, that'lay 'fo long againſt us, I 
muſt for God's ſake beg of all men 
to take heed, eſpecially of this kind 
of Propketical Objections, that we 
will be, - or. we would be-ſo or ſo, of 
rthys 'or that' Party, if we had an 
opportunity ;” for this is an Obje- 
&ion that is eaſily made, and yet 
ts ſcarcely poſſible to be anſwered, 
and therefore is on-all accounts the 
moſt unchriftian-and worſt kind of 
flanders. - Indeed in- reference to 
Popery , it hath pleaſed Godin his 
wiſdom and goodneſs ro give us a 
full occaſion- and opportunity to 
ſhew-and clear 'our felves; and to 
evidence the falſeneſs of that accu- 
ſation. Bnt now if we ſhould be 
accuſed of being ſecretly Fews, So- 
cinians, Mahometans, or the like, 
what poſſibility is there of our ſuf- 
ficiently: clearing'our ſelves, unleſs 
they would that God ſhould bring 
(3943 0s I. 2 us, 
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us into the ſame kind of Tryals as 
to thoſe Religions. Bur 1 ſee not 
what occaſion there is for men to 
be put to Prophecy concerning us, 
The Doctrine of the Church of 
England, is as legible, and as caſi- 
ly underſtood as that of any other 
Church in the World. Every man 
fees what, opinions the Clergy 
ere of, for they ſubſcribe and affenr 
to the Book: of Articles, and Ho» 
milies, and tothe Book of Commen- 
Prayer ;, many bave alſo ſome re- 
ard to the Articles of Anno 1640. 

. They take the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy, and the Tep, re- 
nouncing Tranſubſtantiation, and 
other bad doctrines and practices 
of Popery, znd give all the Securi- 
ty that one man can give another, 
of their reality and (:ngericy as to | 
what they profeſs. And now for 
men to ſy, notwithſtanding all 
this, that they are ſecretly, and 
in their hearts otherwiſe affected, 
and to Propheſie that they will, 
when 
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when they have an, opportunity, . 
introduce 'forne bad 'Dottriries or 
Practices, contrary to what they 
now Profeſs, is moſt highly con- 
frary to Chriſtian Charity, is an U- 
{orping the place and prerogative 
of God, in judging of Mens 
thoughts; 'nay' mote, It is a con-- 
demning men beforehand, for what 
they will* dg, or at leaſt” for, what 
others thiok they, will afrerwards : 
which farely is the moſt ſevere and 
unjuft way of proceeding in the. 
|. Len 

"Let os then be conſtant and per-- 
ſeyering it! the Profeſſion of Reli- 
pion,” atd the DoCtrines taught in 

hrs. Church, and in the exerciſe 
of Devotions uſed and encouraged 
in it.” This is the way, by the 
hHlefling and aſſiffance of. God,..to 
keep' our felves from falling into 
any. evit Opinion and Pratice ; 
whilſt we continue 10.1t-we are ſure 
we are in Gods way, and ſo mai 
hope for his bleſſing. Oa a ſtrict 
| | F:3 ſur-- 
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ſurvey of the State of Religion in 
the World, I am ſure I can find 
no particular, Church, or number 
of Chriſtians, bur may have more. 
ſaid againſt-it, than can be ſaid a- 
gainſt the Church * of England; 
We give to the Word of God its 
ſupream and Infallible Authori- 
ty and Preeminence, and we give 
alſo to the Commands, and. to 
the Inſtitutions, and. ; Practices 
of good and holy Men their 
weight, and reſpect, and deference 
alſo. In the Worſhip and Ser- 
vice of God,, we keep.:the mean 
between Superſticion . or diſtract» 
ing gaudineſs, and too great. in- 
decency and flovenlineſs ;. between 
burdenſomneſs and multitude of 
Ceremonies, and 2 want of be- 
coming carriage and. reyerence 
before God. . All things that are 
neceſſary or uſeful, we . find here 
enjoyned, taught and practiſed, 
and this without the mixture of 
any thing that is dangerous: and 
| hurtful. 
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hurtful. We are confident and: 
ſure. of. our own. being in the; 


right, but yet dare not. condemn 
ablolutely all that differ from' us, 
as Reprobates ;, which though is 
is.no excule or ſecurity for them 
that are In a bad way, yet. is a 
ſign, of our Charitable Chriſtian 
temper. We-received our Reli- 
gion at firſt, as pure-as any other 
Church, at length we - found we 
had varied from the Truth, and 


then we reformed our ſelves, as. 


to Authority, as regularly as could 
be.;- nothing being done among 
us by'- multitude or with tumulty 
but by the Supream Authority of 
our Governours in Church and 
State, the King, Parliament- and 
Convocation. And the rale and 
method ' by which, we went: and 
guided. our; ſelves in our 'Refor- 
mation, was as good? as was poſ- 
ſible, Scripture the Word of God 
exattly and nicely examined, and 


efpecially as. it, is expounded by | 
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the Primitive Church : and no- 
thing was: done y. or left undone, 
but what: was- agreeable to both. 
And we ſtill deſire to be tried and 
judged by the Scripture, ſo Inter- 
preted by the Ancients. For'if 
we in any thing now differ from 
the Ancients, It is- only- in ſuch 
fmall things a9 4hey-did differ" in 
from one another, without breath 
6f unity, or im ſuch things as'it'is 
in the power. of- every National - 
Church'-to appoint or alter, in re- 
ference-ro its-own particular caſes; 
and ciremnftances. And- fo very 
well 'affired'am Þ of this/! thit all 
]' would defire of the Enenies'vf” 
our Church, Is, that they would 
read the: Ancient” Fathers, or firſt 
Chriſtian -Wrizers , efpecially "1h 
the firſt 'Agts of-Perſcevrion; and 
Then-deflire them” to jifpe accorr 
ding tothe: Rules by which'the an- 
cient Chiych proceeded; wherher 
'they- do not” in- their Confetence 
"think; | that. thoſe good and-Holy 
- Mens 
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Men, if they had lived now, would 
have maintained Communion wich 
us, and rejected Communion with 
them, and 1 dare be bound to ſtand 
to their own Verdict and Judg- 
ment. And as this is a matter of 
great. comfort and ſatisfattion to us, 
io methinks to others, it muſt - be 
bur a melancholy reflection for 
them to find themſelves ſuch a kind 
of Chriſtians as never were, nor 
would have been born with in the 


.. World before. And as we were 


thus by good Authority, and by a 
good Rule modelPd ar firſt, ſo 1 
thank God 1 think I can truly ſay, 
that we' have in a good meaſure 
Carried our ſctlves anſwerably to 
our . excellent Religion. Perhaps 
Hiſtory cannot give us an inſtance 
of ſo many Men acting ſo honeſt- 
ly, prudently and uniformly, a- 
gainlſt all Enemies on every fide, 
and in the moſt difficult Calcs, 
as the Members of our Church 
have done 1a this late conjuncturez 
they 
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they have had no conſideration of 


their own Intereſt or. ſafety in: 


compariſon of their duty, When 
our Clergy oppoſe Rome, we are 
ſure they do it purely for Conſci- 
ence, for- jt would; he vaſtly more 


for their Temporal: Intereſt, Po- 


wer and Authority,. to bring in 
Popery- Whatever - diſcourage- 
ments they have found, they till 
Preach up, and perſwade Loyalty 
to the King ;. and by the Doctrine 


of Paſſive Obedience to. Tempo-- 
ral Authority, keep People from 


Rebellion , notwithſtanding they 
have ſo often been jeered and a- 


buſed with it : but yet out of ' 


modeſty, ſeldom inſiſt on the: 0+ 
bedience that is due to-the Church 
and Eccleſiaſtical Anthoricy, tho? 
there is as. much obedience due to 
her, as even to the Church of 
Rome from her Members. And 
we may be ſure that God will 
* vindicate, and require it as much, 
@s. if it were more imperiouſly ins 

ſiſted 
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:ſfiſted-on. For Duty is not the 
leſs, but the more due, the grea- 
ter the miltdneſs, the forbearance, 
and the kindneſs is of them, to 
whom it ought to be pay'd. As 
Saint Paul deſerved never the leſs 
reſpect and obſervance, though 
he did not uſe his Authority, 
nor take ſo much on him, as he 
might have done, as an Apoſtle 
of Chriſt; ſo a truly Chriſtian 
and Apoſtolical Carriage, and Con- 
Eutt in all theſe reſpets, cannot 
go without a moſt ſignal. bleſ- 
ling. | 
And how poſhble' foever it '1s 
for Salvation to be had in other 
ways, yet we are much ſurer and 
ſafer here, than we. can be in de- 
parting from it. - This is the way 
that God expects we ſhould walk 
in, he having not only ?a his abun- 
dant Mercy placed us here, bur alſo 
by all kind of Arguments recom- 
mended jt, to'pur Reaſbn abd Judg- 
ment. How unpardonable there- 
fore 
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' fore muſt ir be to leave this Church, 
bow unjuſt to betray it, and nor/ro 
maintain it, by all the lawful means 
that we are able, how accountable 
to God and Man ſhall he be, that 
occalions, conrives,or yields: tothe 
ruine of it ! 

But by perſevering conſtantly in 
the Doctrines taughr, and the De- 
yotions practiſed in this Church, 
we ſhall pleaſe God, adorn our Re- 
ligion,eltabliſh the Church, and get 
a great and laſting Bleſling to our 
ſelves, which God of - bus' infinite 


mercy grant, for the ſake of Teſus 
Chriſt. our Lord. 


